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What we need right now…
Here we are in the season of Advent, the time of the year where we anticipate the arrival of Christmas and our
annual celebration of the birth of Christ. Within the church, the season of Advent is designed to look a lot like Lent. Days
of quiet reflection and repentance as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the unfolding story of God. This is a stark contrast to our culture which tends to celebrate Christmas beginning October 23rd!
So can we expect our Advent this year to take on a sorrowful and reflective character? Are we planning on long
prayers of confession and repentance? Perhaps a bit but we need to acknowledge that our worship should not only reflect our traditions, it should also reflect ourselves. Our worship should be an expression of our need for God and needs
from God. So what does PFUMC need in 2021?
Well, upon reflection… I don’t know that we need somber reflection. I think what all of us need, is to laugh. I think
we need to have fun. I think it’s been hard and nationally our morale is low. We are overwhelmed with pandemic and it’s
resulting inflation, struggles with the supply chain, gas prices, and other various challenges. So here is my prescription for
Advent 2021 AD:
Spend more time in prayer and Bible Study.
Spend time in repentance and reflection on your sins.
Read the Christmas Story in your Bible.
Make your own home Advent Wreath and pray with your family.
Make sure you attend worship.
Exercise and remain active. Don’t overeat.
Watch Hallmark movies and Christmas Specials.
Play lots of games with your families.
Tell as many jokes as you can.
Go look at Christmas Lights and crank up the carols on the radio.
Turn up the Christmas music and sing.
Dance around the kitchen.
Wear reindeer antlers and a shiny red nose to work.
Make some of those handprint turkeys and a color a Santa coloring page.
Attach cotton balls to the picture for a festive touch.
Write a letter to Santa.
Make cookies.
Give cookies to your neighbor.
Invite your neighbor over for hot chocolate and cookies. Seriously people… cookies!
Write Christmas poetry, songs, jokes.
Go to the movies.
Try a new holiday recipe.
Read Christmas themed books or stories.
Get in the car and drive.
Should it snow make snow angels, snow people, or a snow dog.
Take a long hot bath on a cold winter evening.
Take a nap.
That is my prescription this year. Have fun. As much fun as you can. Revel in the joys of friendship, creativity and family. Celebrate this holy season by joining together in all the joys that this season offers. To close I
will share with you these words from hymnwriter Brian Wren:
Then spread the table, clear the hall,
and celebrate till day is done;
let peace go deep between us all
and joy be shared by everyone;
laugh and make merry with your friends,
and praise the love that never ends.

By Michael Lawson

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women Meeting
Saturday December 18 @ 8:30 am
Our meeting will begin
8:30am with
ALLatWOMEN
are breakfast and social time.
At 9:00 we will have our speaker or activity followed by a
short business meting.
Come join in the fellowship and conversation!
Women of ALL ages are welcome!
If you are unable to join us in person-please join us through Zoom!
(contact Sara White for Zoom information)
Questions? Ask Sara White-Barb Steiner-Patti Coates-Marcie JordanSue Andryuk
[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, December 3rd @ 5:00 p.m. at Porter VFW, 1290
Wagner Road, Porter IN Reservations are required. Contract Sandra Robinson, 764-8433,
by December 2nd.

RUMMAGE INFORMATION
We are currently unable to accept rummage donations.
Please do not lave anything in the back

of the church
Thank You!
The “Rummage Team’

Submitted by Sue Miller

2022 Endowment Fund Announcement
The primary purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide a means for members and friends of the church
to make gifts and bequests to provide a source of financial support and living memorials.
Income from the Fund is used to assist the church in fulfilling its purpose in Christian Ministry and Mission.
There are many ways to add to the principal of the Fund, such as:

1) Monthly, Quarterly, Semi-Annually, or Annually giving in the church offering.
2) One-Time Lump Sum Gift (Monies from checking/savings accounts, maturing C.D., Stock redemption,
etc.)
3) Monies received from an inheritance.
4) Remembering your church while creating/updating your will.
Whether it is $100 or $100,000, every dollar can help fund a ministry that assists in spreading the word of
God throughout our community.
Today, I’m pleased to announce that the Endowment Committee has allotted $13,405 for the 2022 grant
request.

A copy of the Endowment Fund Grant Request Process is attached to the application and explains the
steps necessary to complete the application. The deadline for consideration of funds available is April 30,
2022. The applications are available at the Connection Center.
We ask that you prayerfully consider the ways in which these funds can spread the Word of God. Potential
ministries to consider include, but are not limited to:
1) Missions
2) Evangelism/Outreach
3) Education
4) Music
5) Worship
6) Arts
Feel free to think “outside the box” and be creative.
Let’s spread the word of our Lord throughout our community and beyond.

2021 Endowment Year End Review
The members of the Endowment Committee hope that you have found interest in our monthly articles
throughout the year. In an effort to educate the congregation on the workings of the Endowment Fund,
we discussed many important topics in these articles.
We began the year by explaining how the Endowment Fund was created from a single gift left by one of
our church members 30+ years ago. We then discussed how the Fund has evolved to become a way to
fund current and future ministries of the church. We accomplish this through the awarding of grants
each year.
For the balance of the year, we then attempted to explain how you can give monies to increase the
principal amount of the Fund in order provide more support to current ministries and to create entirely
new ministries. By doing so, we can spread God’s word more effectively within our community.
The following topics were discussed in the Monthly Newsletters:
Estate Planning
Creating a Will
Life Insurance as a Lifetime Gift
RMD Charitable Rollovers
Charitable Trusts
Charitable Gift Annuities
Gifts of Securities
Donor Advised Funds
We also desire to host a seminar putting all of these pieces together. If interested in attending, please
contact the church or Mike King @ (219) 771-7187.
The last passage in Matthew’s Gospel, known as “The Great Commission,” records Jesus’ final instructions just before His ascension into Heaven. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Your further contributions to the Fund can improve our chances of achieving Jesus’ goals for the Great
Commission. We can be His hands and feet as we provide funding for programs such as: Community
Meals, Mission to Feed the Hungry (formerly known as Provisions in a Pinch), Housing for homeless families, and local Cub Scouts. We also assisted in updating the sanctuary sound system for a higher quality
in-house and virtual worship experience and, purchasing new furniture for the Youth Sunday School
rooms, just to name a few.
Thank you for your support and may God continue to bless you, our church, and our community!

CHRISTMAS POINSETTA ORDER FORM
ALL ORDERS DUE BY DECEMBER 6TH

FRIENDSHIP MEAL INFO…..
A Big THANK-YOU to everyone who donated turkeys for the November Community Friendship meal. I am very grateful for the giving
hearts that never cease to amaze me.
Our meals are now inside, as long as Covid numbers allow, and are
held the last Wednesday of each month. This has our next meal on
Wed., Dec. 29 where we will be hosting an early New Year’s Eve party.
We would love to have you join in. I hear a rumor that the ball will drop
at 6pm so we can get home ‘at a decent hour’ �
If you would like to donate desserts they would be appreciated.
Please consider stopping in to help serve – come a little before 4:30 or
to help with prep come about 1:30. You will be blessed.
In Christian love and service,
Deb Rousselle

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE
Christmas can be a painful time for some. It may be the
first Christmas without a loved family member who has
recently died; it may be a time that has been difficult
for many years.
And the past few years have brought so much anxiety
and so many heart aches. Plus, our spirits ted to sink,
as the days grow shorter.
The happiness of the season, about getting together with family and
friends, reminds many people of what they have lost or have never
had. The anguish of broken relationships, the insecurity of unemployment, the weariness of ill health, the pain of isolation - all these can
make us feel very alone in the midst of the celebrating and spending.
We feel the darkness and need encouragement to live the days ahead
of us. We need the space and time to acknowledge our sadness and
concern; we need to know that we are not alone. We also need to
allow time to hear of the hope this baby, Jesus, the Christ child, has
brought to us, especially this time when we do not feel particularly
blessed.
For these reasons, Portage 1st offers a special “Longest Night” service on Tuesday, December 21 at 7pm.
Maybe you have no idea what I am talking about and for that I am
thankful. However, you may know someone who could use your encouragement. Please invite them to this service, even offer to come
with them. Some who would like to come may not be able to drive
at night. Perhaps you can offer to drive them. Everyone is welcomed.
The service is short – sharing prayer, scripture and music that
acknowledges that God’s presence is with those who mourn, for
those who struggle and that God’s Word comes to shine light into
darkness.
The service is followed by light refreshments and an opportunity to
be together. Everyone is welcome, regardless of church background
(or lack of it). Everyone is welcome.

Prayer Concerns Cards
We always welcome your prayer concerns and they’re prayed for weekly. but
the list becomes very long. So we will keep a person on the list for 2 weeks
at that time than he/she will removed. Please submit a new Prayer Concern
Card at that time to have that person placed back on the Prayer List.

Thank you from Wanda

My 90th birthday celebration was the best ever. The best because of my
wonderful family and friends, those who were there in person, those who
sent me cards & greetings and al those who made my day so special.
Thank you to those who contributed & cooked that wonderful meal. Wasn’t it delicious? (They had to clean up too!) Thank you to the Wolf Gang.
Wasn’t that music great? Thank you to all of you for your love and presence
in my 90 years of life.
I love you all! I am blessed by you and especially by my Lord’s presence
& love in my life.
Love & Blessings
Wanda

Very important information from Finance Committee.
Please remember the last day for 2021 offerings will be December 26th if
using Vanco or Pushpay. All 2021 offerings must be post marked by December 31st to be counted toward 2021.

11:15am Service Ushers Needed
We're in need of 2nd service ushers starting Sunday, January 2nd. If
interested please contact the church office.

Safety from Dan McCoy

Winter Safety from Dan McCoy

United Methodist Men
December Church Newsletter - 2021
Greetings and good tidings United Methodist Men and church families. May this find you all
well in the Lord. Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone
safe and in good health.
Our last mens meeting here at church was on Saturday November 6th. It was a bring your own
breakfast and we had eight (8) in attendance. This was a wonderful gathering, as we had not met
since June 5th at Tates restaurant prior to breaking for the summer. Our next and final planned
meeting for the year will be Saturday December 4th. It too will be a bring your own breakfast and
drink.
We as a men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship
hall. Our meetings have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, singing, bible study,
and a short business meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Cubs, Boys, &
Girls Scouting programs (currently on hold), Prison Ministry, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.). The scouting program that we sponsor and support/charter is currently on hold due to financial risks to us which the Boy Scout organization is going through.
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-12/04/21
Saturday-01/08/22
Saturday-02/05/22
Saturday-03/05/22
Saturday-04/02/22
Saturday-05/07/22
Saturday-06/04/22 – Breakfast Meeting at Tates Restaurant (Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/10/22
Saturday-10/01/22
Saturday-11/05/22
Saturday-12/03/22
Throughout the summer our men's group hosted and participated in a number of programs.
06/06 – Men's 8-week study session started - “The Class Meeting”
06/27 – Combined Mothers Day/Fathers Day breakfast. This was our first indoor meal fellowship that we were able to participate in since the pandemic.
08/06 – Rail Cats game with 85+ in attendance. This was awesome!
08/14 – Car Show - 15th annual. By far I believe the best attended and car show program.
09/12 week for Red Bird Mission – We did not attend Red Bird this year mostly due to the
pandemic. We had intended and tried but just not meant to happen. Hopefully in 2022.
Prison Ministry:
Westville prison finally recently opened their doors again to volunteer groups, to allow them to
come in again and do ministry in the prison. This was after almost a year and a half of not allowing
groups (and even family members) of being able to come in and fellowship with these male offenders. Steve Massow and Wendy Smith have been attempting to go back in every other Wednesday
evening to do ministry there. Steve shares with me that in all his time of visiting the prison there has
never been a larger group of men gathering on Wednesday nights in the prison chapel of R-Dorm.
He says that on some nights they have up to, and/or over, (30) offenders attending the evening service. He says that there is a real hunger for them to come together with other like minded Christians
- to share, worship, study, sing, and pray together. I believe the pandemic has played a big part in
this. But God's spirit is definitely a major role in this also.

Letter Writing:
One of the things our men's group has done for the offenders is to send them monthly letters.
Steve shares that the men we had been writing letters to have moved on (are in other dorms, or in
most cases have been released to go to work release programs and then home). This group of (30)
offenders that are now attending are all new to our PF Hope Wednesday night ministry.
A Real Need:
With this much larger number of new offenders there is a real need for letter writers. Yes our
men's group is writing letters, but we as the church can help. We need to share with the offenders
words of hope and encouragement, never questioning what they have done, or why they are there.
We just need to share from our hearts what God has given us – words of hope and encouragement.
If this is something you think God may be leading you to do - it would be so worthwhile both to
you and especially to the offender. It is fairly simple and easy. You don't need to write any lengthy
letters. Short letters are fine as long as they are sincere and encouraging. All letters need to be on
white lined paper written with black or blue ink. Typed letters are not acceptable and will not go
through.
If you are interested in writing a letter contact / send a text to:
Mike Matthew: 219-508-9616
Steve Massow: 219-742-0926
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” - Today devotional
He has sent me... to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoner, to proclaim the year of our Lord's favor... to comfort all who mourn... Isaiah 61: 1 – 2
“Come thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us,
let us find our rest in thee.” These opening lines of a hymn by Charles Wesley (1744) capture the
spirit of Advent, in which season we anticipate and celebrate Christ's coming as the Savior of the
world (see John 3: 16).
The season of Advent began a few days ago, and in many churches people have already sung
this song to focus their celebration of Christ's coming. This song speaks to the hope the prophet
Isaiah had before the coming of the Messiah, the promised Savior of God's people. The people
were in exile, and the theme of being set free and blessed and comforted offered great hope.
Focusing on Jesus as the Savior, this song offers us hope as well: to be set free from our sin and
to find our rest in Christ alone. It helps us to remember what we long for: that Christ will come
again to end all suffering and sorrow and give us full life forever.
Whenever we are dealing with difficult situations, we can sing this song with fervent hope, trusting that Jesus will come again. We long for his return to free the world from all its suffering and to
comfort all who mourn.
Prayer: Long expected Jesus, come to our hearts, we pray. Free us from our sin and
suffering, that we may find comfort and rest in you. Amen
Looking forward to seeing our men join us at our December 4th meeting in our church fellowship
hall. We are still not preparing breakfast at this time. So please bring your own breakfast in a bag
along with your drink selection (coffee/juice). Starting with our January 8th meeting we will be going back to providing breakfast again. We will have a sign-up sheet for this.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

MISSION MOMENT…….
Hello church!
We hope you all had a very special Thanksgiving. We in the Missions and Outreach Team want you to know how
thankful we are for you each and every day. God is really working at Portage First through YOUR prayers and participation.
We had a wonderful success with the “Stepping Out to Stop Hunger” food drive! Between the food brought in for
Wanda Samuelson’s birthday (what a cool idea, Wanda!) and the many bags brought in the day of the food drive,
we provided some needed relief to those who are hungry in our community. The Portage Township Food Pantry
was so grateful to receive our donation. Many thanks to all who participated and to Margi Hamstrom who organized
the drive!
Thanks, too, for all those folks (both in our congregation and in local businesses) who donated items for the silent
auction, who bid on those items, and helped to set up, check people out, and clean up. Thanks also to Lisa Hoover and her helpers who prepared a yummy meal to help us celebrate Christ the King Sunday that same day.
Hopefully it was a fun day for everyone attending. As of this writing, we don’t know how much money was raised
for the Portage Backpack Program, but we’ll be sure to report once its known.
Deb Rousselle and her helpers brought lots of smiles and a tasty Thanksgiving Meal to many people from the local
community through the Community Friendship Meal. The meal is always the last Wednesday of the month, and
has been welcoming more and more people from outside the church into the Fellowship Hall for each month.
What a blessed November we have had!
Coming in December
The Angel Tree is up! Many thanks to Connie King and Robin Wilkening for their great decorating job! If you’d like
to brighten Christmas for a local child or adult who could use a little cheer this season, read on. Please take an angel from the tree describing the gift(s) that person could use, and then write your name on the sign-in sheet next
to the number of the angel you took. After purchasing your gift, please wrap it, attach the angel/tag to the outside of the box and bring it back to the church, placing it under the tree by Sunday, December 7.
Are you familiar with Heifer International? This organization is on a mission to end hunger and poverty in a sustainable way by supporting and investing alongside local farmers and their communities around the world. During
Advent this year, we’ll be working along side them! Each week we’ll be collecting donations during service to purchase a particular animal (or set of animals). Our goals are: week one- two flocks of chicks, week two – two colonies of honey bees, week three – an alpaca, week four – a heifer! Watch for indications of our progress in the Fellowship Hall and as we bring a source of income and transformation to people in need!
Lastly, did you know that if you purchase items from Amazon, if you log in and sign up for Amazon Smile, they will
donate %0.5 of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. If you wanted to, you can select First UMC of Portage as your charity!
Wishing you all the best during the Christmas Season!

Your Missions and Outreach Team

New Crosssroads Ministry

Portage Youth Announcements for December
We will only meet ONE TIME in December and that will be on Tuesday, December 14 at 6:00 PM for our Youth Group
Christmas Party! Meatball subs and lots of fun to be had!
Invite a friend! 6:00-7:30 PM

Regular Youth Group meetings for both
Junior and Senior High will resume in January!
See you at 6:00 on:
Tuesday, January 11
Tuesday, January 25

We need volunteers! In order to comply with Safe Sanctuary rules
AND to provide the best ministry for our young people, there must always be two adults present
with minors. Obviously, I count as one of those adults! So, I just need one more! There’s no prep
needed on your part, just a willingness to come and hang out with a great bunch of young people. Oh- and be willing to laugh, because we do that a lot! Let me know that you would like to
join us!

Trish Johnsen, Youth Ministries Director trishatchurch@gmail.com or 765-490-1994 (call or text)

December Anniversaries
Nathan & Amber Welch December 4th
Mike & Connie King December 18th
Bruce & Kathy Wilson December 19th
Dan & Bobbi McCoy December 27th

December Birthdays
Ivy Parker December 1st
Lynn Liesch

December 1st

Deb Massow December 2nd
Don Strohl December 5th
Pat Morris December 6th
John Swerdon

December 7th

Joni Maxwell December 15th
Bobbi McCoy December 15th
Bill Miller December 15th
Teresa McKiddy December 23rd

DECEMBER 2021

