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Welcome to the Portage Pilgrim! You New Church Newsletter!
Friends!
Our favorite time of year is here! Autumn! Pick a weekend and make this fun recipe for your family
using our favorite fall treat! It’s awfully sweet, but delicious! Happy Autumn everyone!
Sincerely,
Michael Lawson
Overnight Apple French Toast Casserole
With County Line Apple Cider Donuts
INGREDIENTS:
4 tablespoons unsalted butter
3 large apples, peeled and diced
1/4 cup apple cider
2 tablespoons brown sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon, divided
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
16 ounces County Line Apple Cider Donuts cut in fours.
1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese, cubed
12 large eggs, beaten
2 cups whole milk
1/4 cup maple syrup
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1/4 cup golden raisins (optional)

DIRECTIONS:
Melt butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Add apples and cider and cook, stirring often, until just tender, about 5 minutes. Stir in brown sugar, 1 teaspoon cinnamon, ½ teaspoon nutmeg; continue cooking until sugar has dissolved, about 1-2
minutes. Let cool.
Lightly coat a 9×13 baking dish with nonstick spray. Place a layer of donut pieces
evenly into the baking dish. Top with cream cheese and half the apple mixture in
an even layer. Top with remaining donuts and remaining apple mixture.
In a large glass measuring cup or another bowl, whisk together eggs, milk, maple syrup, vanilla, salt and remaining 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon. Pour mixture evenly over
the bread cubes. Cover and place in the refrigerator for at least 2 hours or overnight.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Remove baking dish from the refrigerator; let stand 30
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Sprinkle with pecans and raisins (if desired); place into oven and bake, covered, for 30 Methodist Church
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and an important meeting!
Hope to see you there!

[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, October 1st 5:00 p.m. at IN Reservations are
required. Contract Sandra Robinson, 7648433, if you plan to attend or have any questions. Paragon Family Restaurant ,1701 E. 37th
(route 6), Hobart

Generosity Sunday is coming this month! While you prayerfully consider your Tithe to God’s Kingdom, keep in mind that a
pledge to the Endowment Fund can be included on a Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly, Annually, or on a One-Time basis. The monies pledged to the Fund will be invested wisely and carefully to effect a maximum return. Over the years, grants have been
awarded to new and existing ministries that have furthered the Work of God in our community. Just think, dream, and imagine
how your gift can eternally change lives today, tomorrow, and forever!

For more information contact:
Steve Davenport @ (219) 763-6583, spdaven@frontier.com

Mike King @ (219) 771-7187, mjking@gmail.com

Greetings from your Church Finance Committee!
October 17th is Generosity Sunday. This is our annual opportunity to contemplate the many bless
ings God has provided us and consider how our giving in the next year will reflect those blessings.
Stewardship is a vital component of our both our faith and worship. Many have learned it is most effective when we commit ourselves to regular giving of the first fruits of our labor. Prayerfully consider all the ways you will support your church next year. Giving to the Lord comes in multiple
forms, which include our prayers, our service, and our treasure.

Commitment cards will be provided at the Generosity Sunday service, but, given the numbers who
are worshiping from home during the pandemic, we are providing them by several methods. Beyond a commitment to the general fund, also consider giving to the Debt Reduction Fund or Endowment Fund. However, please do not do so at the expense of your giving to the General Fund – indeed, any giving to the Debt Reduction Fund or Endowment should be above and beyond your tithe
and regular offerings.
It is worth noting a new giving option is now available; electronic giving through Vanco. Previously, the church has utilized Pushpay as its electronic giving option, but, beginning January 1, 2022,
this will no longer be available for. Now, and after the beginning of the year, Vanco will be your
electronic giving option, along with all its many other features we plan to continue rolling out in the
coming months.
In conclusion, please remember that giving is an act of worship and that God loves a cheerful giver.
Your generosity not only provides for the operations of your local church, but for the succor of the
poor in Portage, relief for victims of natural disasters, and the advancement of the Good News
worldwide. Thank you for your faithfulness in this challenging 2021 and for your support of your
church and its ministries in 2022.
Andrew Brown

Finance Committee Chairman
willisandrewbrown@gmail.com

Very important information from Finance Committee.

United Methodist Men
October Church Newsletter - 2021
Greetings to our United Methodist Men and church families. May this find you all well in the Lord. Sending words
of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good health.
We last met for our breakfast meeting at Tates restaurant with (11) attending on Saturday June 5 th before breaking for
the summer. We had intended to start back on Saturday-09/11, but due to covid we were unable. And our Saturday10/02 meeting needed to be postponed due to scheduling obligations. So we plan to meet on Saturday-11/06 and hoping
many can be there with us.
Even though we have been encouraged much with the virus cases coming down earlier this year and many people being vaccinated, the cases have begun to rise again with this new covid variant strain. So it is so important for us, our
families, and our community that we continue to be extra careful at this time. Let us continue to wear our masks, wash
our hands, and practice social distancing to protect ourselves and those around us until we are told otherwise. We know
God is in control. Let us continue to pray for the virus to go away all together and the healing of our world from this virus.
We as a men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our meetings have
consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, bible study, and short business meeting where we share about our
ministries that we support (Scouting program – Cubs, Boys, Girls, Prison Offenders, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions
Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.).
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-09/11/21 (Cancel – covid19)
Saturday-10/02/21 (Cancel)
Saturday-11/06/21
Saturday-12/04/21
Throughout the summer our men's group did host and participate in a number of programs.
06/05 – Tates restaurant men's breakfast
06/06 – Men's 8-week study session started - “The Class Meeting”
06/27 – Combined Mothers Day/Fathers Day breakfast. This was our first indoor meal fellowship that we were able
to participate in since the pandemic.
08/06 – Rail Cats game. I understand we had (84) attending. That's awesome!
08/14 – Car Show. Again I understand this was the most ever attended. Wonderful!
09/12 week for Red Bird Mission – We did not attend Red Bird this year mostly due to the pandemic. We had intended and tried but just not meant to happen. Hopefully in 2022.
It is with a sad heart that I announce the passing of our brother Steve Ruisard who passed away on July 24th. Steve
was a regular UMM attender. He was our church's faithful sound board operator for our worship services. And he was a
humble and undeniable faithful servant of Christ - always willing to serve our congregation. We will miss him greatly.
Due to the covid rise his family has decided to postpone his memorial service until this spring. Please keep his family in
your prayers.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

FRIENDSHIP MEAL INFO…..

HAND BELLS…….
Hello everyone interested in ringing bells this year!
We had a small hiccup starting practice in September, but we are on track to start bell practice on
Thursday, October 7th at 7:30 in the fellowship hall. We will practice each Thursday at 7:30 and will
plan to play for Sunday worship once a month.
If anyone who has not rung bells before and is interested in playing, we would love to have you join
us!! On Thursday, October 7th at 6:30 pm, we will have an introduction to ringing bells and you will
be able to try them out! Anyone middle school age and above is welcome. Being able to read music is
helpful, but not a requirement. Come try out the bells and have some fun and fellowship. Contact Kris
Bailey at 741-8404 if you are interested or if you have any questions.

LOOK WHO’S TURNING THE BIG 90
MARK YOU CALENDAR-WANDA SAMULESON 90TH
BIRTHDAY PARTY
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH
NOON-3PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL
NO GIFTS PLEASE– IN LIEU OF GIFT PLEASE MAKE
DONATIONS TO
PORTAGE FOOD PANTRY

Por tage 1s t Youth Announc ements!
Remembe r! Youth Gr oup is for 6th grade rs- r ec ent grads. Co
me and joi n us!
Oc t obe r Youth Gr oup:
Tuesday, Oc t obe r 12: THE LAW

Do we need t o r ead the Old Tes tament? We’ll learn m or e about all of tho se ancient co
mmands and see how they we r e fulfilled thr ough Jesus.
Co
me and help us s olve a puzzle and write s o
me rules!

Tuesday, Oc t obe r 26: RUTH

The book of Ruth illus tra tes how Go d works thr ough ordi nary peo ple. We’r e goi n g
t o learn about how Go d uses s o
meone we wouldn’t expec t t o bri n g about h is
pr o
mises.
Co
me and help us write a sc ript t o r etell an ancient s t ory t ogethe r!

HELP NEEDED: Would you like t o teach eithe r middle school or senior h igh les s ons? On
youth gr oup eveni n gs, my goal is for the WHOLE gr oup t o meet t ogethe r for par t of
the eveni n g, but then t o split i nt o Junior High and S enior High small gr oups for about
20 mi nutes for a t ime of discus s ion and bible s tudy. I will supply the les s on pl an and
eve ryth i n g you need, jus t co
m willi n g t o facilita te conve rsa t ion with a gr ea t
gr oup of k ids! If you can help eithe r one or two Tuesdays a m onth, plea se let me know!
Plea se i ndi ca te if you would ra the r take the middle school or senior h igh gr oup (and
I will take the othe r gr oup!) Adult voluntee r needs t o have a curr ent backgr ound check
on file
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP IN OTHER WAYS? We can use an extra adult t o han g out
with us t o make sur e tha t we ar e always i n Safe Sanc tuary co
mplianc e. We als o
r eally like t o ea t! Would you like t o pr ov ide a meal for th is awes o
me gr oup of Youth
membe rs? Let me know!

Trish Johnsen, Youth Dir ec t or, trisha tchurch@gmail. co
m or 765-49 0-1 994

MISSION MOMENT…….
Hello church!
As always we are so grateful for all you do to share God’s love in so many different ways. You are a real
blessing to so many people.
We just have a couple notes to mention for October and a “heads up” item for November.
Our Halo-ween Trunk-or-Treat will be held in the church parking lot on October 9 from 3:00 – 4:30
p.m. Come a bit early (2:00 p.m.) to decorate your car and join the fun! (We ask that you sign up at
the Connection Center so we’ll know about how many cars we’ll have.) Thanks to all the congregation members who have donated candy/treats! (We can still use more up until the morning of the
event!) The candy donated by our congregation will be given to the folks bringing cars so they can
distribute it to the kids. Wait, did we say “cars”? If you’d like to help and you don’t have a car to
decorate, please join us anyway! Lisa Hoover will find a great spot for you to sit and hand out candy. Each child will also receive an invitation to attend our church! Help us spread the word, and
pick up a flyer from the connection center to share with kids in your neighborhood! (Note: Volunteers that day will be asked to bring masks that day and will be provided with gloves to prevent the
spread of COVID.)
Family Promise is holding a Nelson’s Port-A-Pit fund raiser on October 9 from 10:30 – 2:30 pm
(Pre-Sale pick-up by 1 p.m.) Stop by Willowcreek Middle School and pick up a half-chicken for
$8 or a half-chicken and pit-tatoes for $13. You can purchase tickets ahead of time from Connie
King and Robin Wilkening.
Connie Ellefson is in need of donations for the Operation Christmas Child boxes. In particular she
is looking for children’s coloring or activity books which can lay flat on top of all the other items in
the box. These books are needed for children of a variety of ages. Keep in mind that many of the
kids who receive these gifts are from other countries. English might not be their language so storybooks or word searches might not be the best. For anyone wanting to make a donation, we’ll have
a basket in the Narthex until Friday, October 22.
You are invited to come and stuff the Operation Christmas Child boxes with lots of goodies and a
loving message on Saturday, October 23 beginning at 8:00 a.m. Many hands make light work!
Help is needed help setting things up for this event as well. Please see Connie Ellefson for more
information.
Our annual Silent Auction will be coming in November. Do you have any crafts or home-made items,
services, or other items (new or like-new) you can contribute? Please be thinking about this during
October, and watch for more information about the auction in November!

Blessings and Gratitude to You All,
Your Missions and Outreach Team (Connie Ellefson, Margi Hamstrom, Lisa Hoover, Josh Hoover, Leigh
Huminski, James Jordan, Connie King, Steve Massow, Deb Rouselle, Wendy Smith, and Robin Wilkening)

October 2021

