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2022 Endowment Grant Announcement
The following ministries received a grant from The Endowment
Committee for 2022 !!

1. Crossroad Ministries —$3,500
2. Family Promise —$3,000
3. Electronic Sign Fund—-$2,000
4. Bell Choir—$1,550
5. Sunday School Window Covering—$1,600
6. Community Meal—$1,000
7. United Methodist Faith—$806.86
$13,456.86 -Total

The 2023 Endowment Grant amount & application process
will be announced in late Nov/Early December. Start planning
NOW to apply for a grant for your new or existing ministry.
Together we can spread God’s word throughout our church
and our community.

United Methodist Men
September Church Newsletter - 2022
Greetings and good tidings United Methodist Men and church families. Hope this find you all well in the
Lord. Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good
health.
As we start back this fall with our men's group we look forward to meeting - encouraging men to be
strong leaders in their Christian faith with their families and in supporting their church and community. Ed
Piontek introduced a new 12-lesson bible study which we started earlier - “Life Lessons From James” by
Max Lucado – Opening Situation: Like many of the early church leaders, James served under the continual
threat of trials and violence. Both the Roman authorities and the Jewish religious leaders had reasons to persecute as many Christians as possible. To the Romans, the Christians were troublemakers. To the Jewish
leaders, they were blasphemers. James wrote to his fellow believers in part to encourage them to persevere in
the midst of all these trials. He reminds them (and US) of the benefits they can expect to receive from hardships and the importance of living genuine lives of faith. This is going to be a great study for us, especially
for us men I believe we will be picking up and doing lesson #5 for our Sept. 10th UMM meeting. Hoping
you can join us. Thanks Ed for leading us in this study.
Our men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our meeting agendas have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, singing, bible study, and a short
business meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Cubs, Boys, & Girls Scouting programs (which are currently on hold), Prison Ministry, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats
Ball Game, etc.). The scouting program that we sponsor and support/charter is currently on hold due to financial risks to us which the Boy Scout organization is going through.
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-09/10/22
Saturday-12/03/22

Saturday-10/01/22

Saturday-11/05/22

Prison Ministry:
Steve Massow and Wendy Smith have been going back in (as able) every other Wednesday evening to do
ministry there. Steve shares that in all his time of visiting in the prison there has never been more men gathering on Wednesday nights in the prison chapel of R-Dorm. He shares that at this time there is a real hunger
for them to come together with other like minded Christians - to share, worship, study, sing, and pray together. The pandemic may have played a big part in this, but God's spirit is definitely a major role in this too.
The men there are much like us, but separated from their families and the world. Most are lonely, angry, broken, and afraid in many circumstances. Words of hope are so important.
Prison Offender Letter Writing:
One of the things that our men's group has been doing for the offenders is to send them monthly letters.
This big group of offenders that are now attending are new to the PF Hope Wednesday night ministry.

A Real Need for our Offenders:
With this large group of new offenders there is a real need for letter writers. Yes our men's group is writing
letters, but we as the church can help too. We need to share with the offenders words of hope and encouragement, never questioning what they have done, or why they are there. We just need to share from our hearts
what God has given us – words of hope and encouragement. If this is something you think God may be leading you to do - it would be very worthwhile, both to you and especially to these offenders. It is fairly simple
and easy. You don't need to write any lengthy letters. Short letters are fine as long as they are sincere and
encouraging. All letters need to be on white lined paper written with black or blue ink. At this time typed
letters are not permitted and will not go through to them.
If you are interested in writing a letter contact / send a text to:
Steve Massow: 219-742-0926
Mike Matthew: 219-508-9616
Wendy Smith: 219-707-0055
“Encouraging Message”
“When (Barnabas) arrived and saw evidence of God's grace, he was overjoyed and encouraged everyone to
remain fully committed to the Lord”. (Acts 11: 23) read: Acts 11: 19 - 30
“Trust in the Lord.” “You are making a difference.” “You can count on my prayers for you today.”
These notes and many more were written by Craig – one of my co-workers at a Christian ministry – and left
on my desk. Other staff members and the men he mentioned received similar encouraging messages.
Craig's ardor in edifying others brings to mind Barnabas, a companion of the apostle Paul. Barnabas was
renowned for his ability to encourage others. When the church at Jerusalem learned that many Gentiles had
become believers in Antioch, they commissioned Barnabas to travel there and instruct them in the faith. Barnabas was excited by the vibrancy of their faith and exhorted them all “to remain true to the Lord with all
their hearts”. His ministry among them was inspirational. Not only did they remain steadfast in the faith;
their testimony resulted in many others coming to Christ.
The body of Christ needs encouragers. Living for Christ can be hard, and trials and difficulties will come
our way. Every Christian needs the support of fellow believers to remain steadfast in the faith. How might
God work through us to encourage others to grow in their faith?
Prayer: Dear Lord, we thank you for the encouragers in our lives. Will you please show us how we too can
encourage someone today. Amen
Looking forward to seeing you join us at our September 10th meeting in our church fellowship hall.
Breakfast will be provided. Come join us for food, fellowship, and study of God's word.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

.
From the FINANCE
COMMITEE

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH (UWF)
(formally know as United Methodist Women)
Saturday, Sept 17 @ 8:30 am
Join us for a morning of
Breakfast snacks, fellowship and conversation!
Our speaker this month will be Denise from
Chasing Dreams in Merrillville .
They provide programs for people with special needs
and their families.
If you need child care please contact Sara White or Barb Steiner
So they notify our child care staff.
If you are unable to attend the meeting in person please join us on zoom @ 9:00am at
[Photo caption]

Zoom.us then enter the meeting ID 89501391516 and password code 228917

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, September 2, 2022, at 5:00p.m. at the Paragon Family
Restaurant, 171 E. 37th Avenue, Hobart, Indiana.
For more information please contact Sandra Robinson at 219-764-8433

SAMPLE OF A CHURCH SIGN
Digital Church Sign---what at Portage First?
That’s right. The trustees, with the blessing from finance committee and the
church council, have taken a leap in faith into the world of digital messaging. An
Adhoc committee has begun seeking out a more modern/digital means to promote
who we are as a church and when and what we are doing at Portage First. Our
hope is by installing an electronic sign we would also attract new visitors and
eventually new members to our congregation because of the sign.
Our current manual lettering sign is to labor intensive, the letters are becoming
very brittle and the changes in the message don’t happen fast enough for all the activities of our church. A vibrant & message moving signage would be more effective in catching the driver’s eye as we they pass by our church. The sign would be
maintenance free and would eliminate having to battle manually changing the sign
in all types of weather.
A special fund has been set up for donations to support the purchase and installation of a new sign. Our goal is $35.000.00. All donations should clearly notate
“electronic sign” for proper credit. Thanks to our Endowment committee who has
graciously granted $2,000.00 towards this project. With your help we can introduce a newer way to inform, promote and invite others to Portage First. Please direct any questions about this fundraising project to Connie Ellefson, 219 771-4025
or ellefson@myfrontiermail.com.

CROSSROAD MINISTRY UPDATE

ON SEPTEMBER 16TH WE WILL BE HAVING A MOVIE
NIGHT AT CROSSROADS. THE MOVIE WILL BE
“CALL OF THE WILD” . MOVIE WILL START APPROX.
AT 7:15PM
BRING A BLANKET OR LAWNCHAIR TO ENJOY THE
MOVIE. POPCORN WILL BE SERVED.

Outdoor Service and All Church Picnic
September 25th Service @ 10AM
Picnic starts @ 11:30 AM
PLEASE BRING A LAWNCHAIR TO SERVICE
SEE THE SIGN UP SHEETS ON WELCOME CENTER

Crossroad Ministry

MOVIE NIGHT
“CALL OF THE WILD”

September 16th (Rain date 17th)
At Crossroads
Time: 7:15PM (approx.)
Bring lawn chair or blanket to enjoy the movie.
POPCORN WILL BE SERVED

Outdoor Service and All Church
Picnic

September 25th Service @ 10AM
Picnic starts @ 11:30 AM
PLEASE BRING A LAWNCHAIR TO SERVICE
SEE THE SIGN UP SHEETS ON WELCOME
CENTER

Operation Christmas Child shoe box ministry update:

Guess what is coming to the fellowship hall at our church……give up?
It’s Operation Christmas Child packing party. It’s been 10 months in the
works and now in just two short months, the 5th annual “stuff the box”
or otherwise known as the “packing party” will be held.
That’s right! 500 shoe boxes for children ages 2 to 14 await your Labor
of LOVE. Please mark your calendars for Saturday, October 22, at 10
a.m., and help demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to children in
need around the world. Just think, the box you stuff most likely will
reach a child who has never received a gift before.
So, thank you to everyone who has continually placed items in the
Christmas decorated box in the fellowship hall. Your thoughtfulness and
generosity is greatly appreciated. BUT don’t stop now, there is still
time to collect “child” appropriate toys, educational supplies, items of
clothing and personal hygiene items that would fit in a box.
If you have any questions about this mission project, please contact me
(Connie Ellefson, 219 771-4025). I’m happy to pick up your donated
items or they can be left at the church.
God Bless! Remember October 22 (10/22) from 10:00 to 2:00. Be there
or be square.

2022 GOLD CAN SCHEDULE

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 25TH
10AM
OUTDOOR SERVICE AND ALL CHURCH PICNIC TO
FOLLOW AT 11:30 PM
@

CROSSROADS

SEE SIGN UP SHEET FOR AREAS TO HELP AND
FOOD DONATIONS ON WELCOME CENTER

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LAWNCHAIRS

September Anniversary's
Mike & Kathy Matthew September 6th
Bill & Lynn Liesch September 12th
Ed & Laura Piontek September 17th

September Birthdays
Deb Shebesh September 1st
Henry Brown September 3rd
Simon Bright September 5th
Martha Yerby September 5th
Trish Johnsen September 7th
Ross Falk September 9th
Bev Reeder September 10th
Pat Jackson September 11th
John Peterson September 11th
Art Kurth September 13th
Kim Adkins September 15th
Bob Dixon September 15th
Mike King September 16th
Amy Mundell September 16th
Tina Colby September 21st
Chuck Coppess September 21st
Ed Piontek September 24th
Leah Burns September 27th
Bill Robinson September 27th
Janice Gryfakis September 28th

SEPTEMBER 2022

