THE PORTAGE PILGRIM
Volume 2 Issue 6

June 2022

Portage First United
Methodist Church
2637 McCool Road
Portage, IN 46368
(219) 762-3846
www.portageumc.org

Confirmation Class 2022
Pray for our Confirmands!

Henry Brown
Nora Brown
Emma Burns
Jamie Gaskin

Aariana Henderson
Emery McKiddy
Grace “Axl” Malcom
Luke Mundell
Will White

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MEETING
**Please note the date change!**
June 4th @ 8:30 am
Praise God from all blessings flow!
WORLD THNK OFFERRING
This will be a time of sharing our thankfulness
And blessings!

Please bring your Thank Offering box to the meeting.
If you don’t have a box-NO PROBLEM1
Come share your thanks to God!
There will be fellowship, conversation and breakfast snacks.
Join us for a morning of thanks!
[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday,
June 3rd, at the Miller Beach Café (903 N.
Shelby Street, in Miller) at 5:00p.m.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Sandra Robinson at 219-764-8433 by
Thursday, June 2nd.

How can the United Methodist Women begin to thank all of the members of this generous, mission-minded church congregation, non-member volunteers, and the ROTC
youth?
Sunday afternoon after 11:30 am by cleaning and setting up classrooms, posting signs,
moving tables and chairs to make room for the clothes racks and shelving units, the
ROTC and Steven Schulz started the move of the units and storage boxes from the barns to the church. Meanwhile,
James Jordan directed the shuffling of boxes in the shed into the church as many of the UMW and husbands knew what
to do, where it went and how it should be displayed without much direction. This was a well-trained, well-oiled machine! Before we called it a day about 3pm, ladies were already beginning to unpack boxes for display.
Monday and Tuesday were busy from 8am-4pm unpacking boxes, pricing items and re-arranging shelves and tables to
best show off the beautiful newly remodeled Education Wing and Chapel. The tents were put up early Monday by A J
Canopy at cost, labor donated. Trustee Chair allowed the tent team to drill holes in the pavement to reduce the space
required, eliminate possible trip lines and to better secure the tents. At the end of the sale, the tents were dismantled, the
holes filled and prepared for reuse again in the fall.
To improve human traffic flow and open some larger rooms now available, we were able to clear the hallway and added
a third tent to move larger items, electronics and tools, and medical items outside rather than crowded in the Narthex/
lobby area. A special thanks to Wanda Samuelson and her team who fed our volunteers and prepared the bake sale items
early in the week.
Wednesday, for the most part, was moving the tent sale items out of their temporary storage(coat room) to three tents:
one for electronics, tools and numerous rolling office chairs; one for small furniture items, like chairs, coffee tables,
night stands, etc.; and a third for more chairs, picnic/camping items and medical devices. Although not scheduled to allow rest for those planning to also help with the sale, 3-4 volunteers popped in to assist in moving items and tarping for
end of day by 3 pm.
Thursday began with buyers lining up before 8 am backing across the parking and down the road! Doors automatically
opened at 9 am and it took over ten minutes for the crowd to enter. Pre-Sale income from volunteer earlier in the week
grossed over $600, even free clothing for volunteers didn’t slow down the pre-sale finds. The crowds thinned considerably by 3 pm and many volunteers were able to go for the day. Kitchen closed at 5 pm and only a few were able to stay
late serving about 20 more customers. Sales for Thursday was a full 9 am to 7pm day and grossed over $5,800. We had
over 25 volunteers that day.
Friday was $4/bag day. Again, the crowd lined up early. Our supply of grocery paper bags was nearly depleted (have to
reorder!). All other items were 50% off, so sales were brisk. Tables were emptied, rooms cleared and Lifepoint Baptist
Church took many remaining items for a yard sale in their near future. Other items leftover from the sales (shoes, yarn,
puzzles and books) were set aside for other non-profit organizations. The day’s deposit about $2,000.
With Vicki Evanatz’s Chicken Noodle missed, Deb Rousselle lead the Thursday and Friday kitchen teams serving carry
-out hot dogs, Sloppy Joes and Polish Sausage with red cabbage and condiment toppings. Many great cooks and bakers
had supplied desserts, meats, sides and such to feed the volunteers and customers. Special thanks.

Saturday the ROTC and a few volunteers helped set all clothing remaining and misc items out under the tents marked
FREE. Still donations were made and the final deposit of those donations and final till cash were banked.
At our UMW Executive meeting, after pre-sale cash was replaced, expenses accounted for and usual set-aside funds for
the next sale, we’ll present at the May meeting the suggested mission distribution for vote after tithing our usual 15% to
the church. Again,
The United Methodist Women

.
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CROSSROAD/ MINISTRY

BREAKFAST BURRITO
FUNDRAISER
Sunday, June 19th
10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Come help support Crossroad
Ministry.
Love Offering/Donation

A Note from Trish,

Greetings PFUMC! As we come to the end of the 2021-2022
school year, I thought it would be a good time to stop and
reflect on my time in ministry here in Portage and share with
you, the church family, what the youth group has been up to
in these last several months. As you all know, this is a unique
position that I’m in, working part time in two different
churches. It can be challenging both for me and for all of you
to feel that we’re “connected” when we don’t see each other on a regular basis. Believe it or not, I have actually been
on staff here more than a year and a half, but with the everchanging pandemic and all that surrounded that, it’s only
been in these last several months that Youth Group here at PFUMC has begun to feel
“real”.
It's always amazing to me how God uses our passions and experience, even when they
seem totally unrelated in context. You see, I spent twelve years working in public education as an educational interventionist. My favorite part of that job was teaching small
groups (my least favorite part was non- stop testing and data tracking, but I digress!) Small
group learning is an important tool in the educational world, because it’s where we can
focus skills and meet the needs of students where they are. I’m here to tell you that discipleship works the same way! While it is tempting to count numbers of attendees and become discouraged, I am thrilled to report that we have a simply amazing core group of
about eight youth members who are GETTING IT. Our games are loud and joyful. The bond
and friendship they have forged together is evident. The bible study- oh! the bible study! I
learn more from them than they from me, and it is an enormous joy to watch them mature
in faith and share their insights about the love of God and their faith in Jesus.
This is discipleship.
Don’t worry, it hasn’t been all seriousness and study. We’ve enjoyed bonfires and hot
dogs, games of “Serpent and Saint” where someone is a killer and the others die dramatic
deaths until we figure out who the killer is, scavenger hunts, Egyptians vs Israelites balloon volleyball, and messy nights of planting flowers with British accents (don’t ask!). We
look forward to nights out mini golfing, more bonfires, lock ins, and all of those other
wonderful youth group experiences.
If you’re a youth member reading this letter, don’t be embarrassed by my bragging.
You’re an amazing group and I’m proud of you all. If you’re almost old enough for Youth
Group or you’ve been thinking of joining us, aren’t you excited to be a part of this?
As we move into summer, youth group won’t be meeting on its regular nights here in the
church building. Watch for announcements for fun outings. If you are starting 6 th grade in
the Fall, you are welcome to start joining us, because you are officially a youth member
now!
If you have any comments, suggestions, questions, or would like to volunteer in the fall to
either provide a meal or to hang out during youth meetings- please feel free to contact
me.
Trish Johnsen – Youth Ministries Director – trishatchurch@gmail.com – 765-490-1994

UNITED METHODIST MEN ANNUAL RAILCATS GAME OUTING

FRIDAY AUGUST 5TH AT 6:45 PM
RAILCATS VS SIOUX FALLS CANARIES
POST GAME FIREWORKS
TICKETS $13.00 EACH
YOU WILL RECEIVE $5.OO COUPON FOR CONCESSIONS OR GIFT STORE.
MONEY IS DUE NO LATER THAN MONDAY, JULY 25TH. MONEY CAN BE
DROPPED OFF AT CHURCH OR GIVEN TO TONY CENTRACCHIO.
PAYMENTS ACCEPTED: CASH
CHECKS WRITTEN TO TONY CENTRACCHIO
PAY PAL: AMC2203@YAHOO.COM OR 708-275-0276
VENMO: @tcentrachio
ANY OTHER QUESTIONS
amc2203@yahoo.co,m
708-275-0266 or Facebook Messenger
Thanks
Tony Centracchio

Endowment Committee met in May and reviewed
all grant request submitted by original date of
April 30th and we would like to announce we approved all request. After approving we have a little money left so the Endowment Committee voted to extend grant request until June 30th.
If you have a mission or thinking about starting
up a new mission please consider applying for a
grant from Endowment.
Applications can be picked up on the Welcome
Center and must be returned to the church office
by June 30th.
Endowment Committee

FATHERS’ DAY

Happy Fathers’ Day, Dear God
Creator of our world.
We shall forever keep

The flag of faith unfurled.
Heavenly Father; we thank you
For Your watchful care each day.
And for our mortal Dads,
A special love we pray.
On this special day for fathers,
How happy You must be,
To have your son beside you,
As our world you oversee.
Written by
Bud Gray

2022 GOLD CAN SCHEDULE

June Anniversaries
Ron and Karen Mauer June 2nd
Ryan and Melissa Sullivan June 5th
Chuck and Virginia Phillips June 9th
Andrew and Jenny Brown June 11th
Doug and Teresa McKiddy June 15th

Randy and Robin Wilkening June 22nd
Richard and Sherry Pinarski June 23rd

June Birthdays
Erin Davenport June 1st

Deb Rousselle June 2nd
Debbie Nelson June 4th
Todd Warne June 7th
Zachary Sullivan June 8th
Marvis Schroeder June 19th
Pat Hodgson June 25th

William Messer June 25th
Hunter Jacksin June 26th
Chuck Lorenz June 27th
Lily Regnier June 28th
Carolyn Lenburg June 30th
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