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Secrets of the Spring Garden
I am not a gardener. Whenever you see a television show with a fancy mansion from the gilded age
my first thought is usually… “If I lived there, I would have to be rich enough to have someone do the landscaping.” There are people who truly connect to God through the natural world. That is so wonderful. However, for me, I connect to God through creativity, design, architecture, and fine art. I love how physical spaces can tell a story. However, in appreciation of the story of Christ’s resurrection, the history of the church,
and the glory of nature, I thought I would tell you about a few garden plants that have through the years
been imbued with theological meaning.

Roses – Roses, these undisputed garden royalty have often been color-coded to send varying messages of
friendship and romantic love. However, in the church, their color coincides with differing biblical figures and
concepts. White roses represent the purity of the Virgin Mary and the glories of heaven. Yellow Roses represent the 12 apostles and their loyalty to the spread of the Gospel. Pink roses represent the childhood of
Christ while red roses represent his blood and suffering. The green leaves of any rose represent the growth
of the Gospel and the thorns represent both Christ’s suffering as well as the suffering many face in sharing
the Gospel.
Hyacinth – this lovely spring flower represents constant faithfulness and loyalty. It grows back again year
after year without having been planted.

Columbine – these fair flowers shaped like descending doves have become associated with the descending
Holy Spirit. Their blue color especially connects them to the sacrament of baptism.
Iris – The iris with it’s sharp leaves like swords has been connected to the sorrow of the Virgin Mary. As the
scripture records in Luke 2:35 the prophet Simeon told Mary that “a sword will pierce your heart as well.”
His prophesy came true as Mary witnessed Jesus’ suffering on the cross.
The Palm – The palm branch, though obviously connected to Jesus triumphal entry is also a symbol or sign
of martyrdom. A grave marked with a palm branch is often used to denote a saint who died for their faith in
Christ.
The passionflower (pictured) – Passionflowers are regular and unusually showy flowers with a distinctive
center. The flower eventually ripens into an indehiscent fruit with numerous seeds. It’s intriguing shape
and many colors have been deemed symbolic of Christ’s suffering.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MEETING
Saturday, May 21st @ 8:30 am
BLOOM WHERE GOD PLANTS YOU
Please join us for social time, breakfast snacks, a speaker
And short business meting!
If you will need child-care pleae contact Sara White or
Barn Steiner so they can contact our nursery staff.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, in person,
you can join us on Zoom at 9:00 am, after the social time.
Www.zoom.us then enter the meeting ID 895 0139 1516
And password 228917

[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet Friday, May 6th, at 5:00
p.m. At Leroy’s Hot Stuff, 333 W. US Hwy 20, Porter. Reservations are required. Please contact Sandra Robinson at
219-764-8433 to make your reservations or if you have any
questions.

CROSSROAD/ MINISTRY

BREAKFAST BURRITO
FUNDRAISER
Sunday, May 1st
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m.
Come help support Crossroad
Ministry.
Love Offering/Donation

United Methodist Men
May Church Newsletter - 2022
Greetings and good tidings United Methodist Men and church families. Hope this find you all
well in the Lord. Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone
safe and in good health.
At our Saturday April 2d meeting we had (7) in attendance. Ed has introduced a new bible study
that we started on 02/05 - “Life Lessons From James” by Max Lucado – It's a (12) lesson series.
We've shared Lesson #1 “Growing Through Trials” and Lesson #2 “Enduring Temptations”. Opening Situation: Like many of the early church leaders, James served under the continual threat of trials
and violence. Both the Roman authorities and the Jewish religious leaders had reasons to persecute
as many Christians as possible. To the Romans, the Christians were troublemakers. To the Jewish
leaders, they were blasphemers. James wrote to his fellow believers in part to encourage them to persevere in the midst of all these trials. He reminds them (and US) of the benefits they can expect to
receive from hardships and the importance of living genuine lives of faith. This is going to be a great
study for us, especially for us men Thanks Ed for leading us in this study.
Our men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our
meeting agendas have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, singing, bible study, and
a short business meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Cubs, Boys, & Girls
Scouting programs (which are currently on hold), Prison Ministry, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions
Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.). The scouting program that we sponsor and support/charter is
currently on hold due to financial risks to us which the Boy Scout organization is going through.
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-05/07/22
Saturday-06/04/22 – Breakfast Meeting at Tates Restaurant (Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/10/22
Saturday-10/01/22
Saturday-11/05/22
Saturday-12/03/22
At our 04/02 meeting we discussed and approved the following.
We signed and sent (12) cards: sympathy and cards of encouragement to church members.
Steve Massow shared current Prison Ministry needs – prayers and letters to offenders.
Approved $250.00 for purchase of “Chair Lift” for Vicki Evanatz who had recent stroke.
Need for men's help at upcoming 4/28 and 4/29 UMW rummage sale.
Combined Mother's Day/Father's Day 06/05 breakfast has been canceled – UMW requested
Prison Ministry:
Steve Massow and Wendy Smith have been going back in (as able) every other Wednesday evening to do ministry there. Steve shares that in all his time of visiting in the prison there has never been
more men gathering on Wednesday nights in the prison chapel of R-Dorm. He says that there has
been as many as (30) offenders attending this evening service. He further says that at this time there
is a real hunger for them to come together with other like minded Christians - to share, worship,
study, sing, and pray together. The pandemic may have played a big part in this, but God's spirit is
definitely a major role in this too. These men are much like us, but separated from their families and
the world. Most are lonely, angry, broken, and afraid in many circumstances. Words of hope are so
important.

Prison Offender Letter Writing:
One of the things that our men's group has been doing for the offenders is to send them monthly
letters. This big group of offenders that are now attending are new to the PF Hope Wednesday night
ministry.
A Real Need for our Offenders:
With this big group of new offenders there is a real need for letter writers. Yes our men's group is
writing letters, but we as the church can help too. We need to share with the offenders words of
hope and encouragement, never questioning what they have done, or why they are there. We just
need to share from our hearts what God has given us – words of hope and encouragement. If this is
something you think God may be leading you to do - it would be very worthwhile, both to you and
especially to these offenders. It is fairly simple and easy. You don't need to write any lengthy letters. Short letters are fine as long as they are sincere and encouraging. All letters need to be on
white lined paper written with black or blue ink. At this time typed letters are not permitted and will
not go through to them.
If you are interested in writing a letter contact / send a text to:
Steve Massow: 219-742-0926
Mike Matthew: 219-508-9616
Wendy Smith: 219-707-0055
“Are You Able”
“Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”. (Mark 10:
38) read: Mark 10: 35 – 40
Jesus disciples are jockeying for privileged positions in His kingdom. But Jesus redirects these
followers inviting them to join Him on His path and mission. “Can you drink the cup I drink..... ?”
he asks.
Without understanding all that this means, they give an answer that sounds right to them: “We
can.” But, really, they have no way of knowing what it means to take on the things Jesus is going to
face. How could they know?
For that matter, when Jesus invites us to follow Him, how can we know what will be involved?
Do we have a clue how much our lives are going to be changed by accepting Jesus invitation?
Jesus asks that we hand our lives over to Him. He asks not that we make a few minor changes,
but that we surrender our lives fully to His way.
Our walking the life of faith is not for our own glory. It's not for gaining privileged positions in
God's kingdom.
Instead, Jesus calls us to join Him on His mission so that we and the world may be changed – that
is, redeemed and renewed. And that may be a difficult path.
What does Jesus' call mean for you in your life?
Savior and Lord, I can not know everything that being your disciple will mean for me. But I do
know that you invite me to follow you and that you will love me forever; and that is enough. Amen
Looking forward to seeing men join us at our May 7th meeting in our church fellowship hall.
This is our last regular meeting prior to summer break. Breakfast will be provided.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

Prayer Group
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Green Tips of the Month

Let’s take care of this amazing world God gave us!
May 2 – 7 is International Compost Week! (Who knew?) Composting is
nature’s way of recycling, and compost is great for your garden! You can
pick up free compost at the Portage and Valpo compost sites, and from May
2nd-7th they will load it for you for free!
At the Portage site, you need to make an appointment. Call the Portage Streets & Sanitation Dept. at (219) 762-4564. Portage site hours
are Monday – Friday: 8am to 11am and 12pm to 2pm, and on Saturday: 10am – 2pm.
At the Valpo site, no appointments are necessary. Compost loading is
free at this site May 2nd-7th, 9am to 12pm. First come, first served!
They will load one truck per day, a maximium of 9 cubic yards per
day.
Need Mulch? Mulch loading is free at the Valparaiso Compost Site
only between May 2nd-7th, 12:30pm – 2pm.
Saturday, May 7 is Porter County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Porter County Expo Center. Enter at Gate 3. Residents can dispose of plastic bags (but not water softener
salt bags) and products containing: corrosive, toxic, ignitable or reactive
substances. Common household hazardous waste items include anti-freeze,
motor oil, batteries (household & automotive), fluorescent bulbs, oil based
paints, deck stains, and household smoke detectors. Note: Electronics and
Latex Paint are not accepted at the HHW events.
For more information, visit: https://portercountyrecycling.org/

From Your Missions and Outreach Team
Hello church family!
Relay for Life is coming up soon… Friday, June 3. Will you join us? This fun evening with friends honors
cancer survivors and their caregivers, memorializes those we have lost to cancer, and raises funds to fight cancer. It’s the American Cancer Society’s biggest fundraising event. The American Cancer Society (ACS) is a
volunteer driven, staff supported 501C-3 non-profit organization. Their mission is to "Save Lives, Celebrate
Lives & Lead the Fight for a World Without Cancer." With over 1.5 million volunteers nationwide, the ACS
attacks cancer from every angle through cancer research, education, advocacy and family services. They have
invested over $5B in research since 1946, have served 3.2M patients in the last decade, and have provided over
1M cancer screenings in underserved communities. Join with us in raising funds for this worthy cause. The
Relay for Life theme this year is “No Space for Cancer”. Please sign up at the Connection Center, or contact
Wendy Smith at (219)707-0055 if you’re interested in participating in the event. A donation box is also available in the Narthex.
Taco Lunch – Sunday, May 15 Join us in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 a.m. -12:30 pm and enjoy some
yummy tacos made by Connie King, Lisa Hoover, and their helpers! You may eat in or carry out, and a free
will offering will be accepted. Funds will be used to support the American Cancer Society and Relay for Life.
Royal Family Kid’s Camp isn’t too far away. Connie Ellefson is collecting the necessary items to fill a backpack will the things these children will need during their royal week at camp. She is now looking for donations
of 50 towels and 50 washcloths! If you are able to donate any towels and washcloths, thank you in advance!
(You can place them on the table at the back of the Fellowship Hall.)
Operation Christmas Child. Wait – what? Christmas? Isn’t it a little early? Not when you are trying to fill
500 boxes of both fun and necessary items for children around the world, and do so by fall! Connie Ellefson
has placed a collection box on the table at the back of the Fellowship Hall. She has already received donations
of all 500 bars of soap she was needing, and she is so very grateful. Now she is looking for donations of toys,
gently used tops and shorts for children ages 2 – 14, games, puzzles, school supplies, and first aid items such
as cotton balls, Q-tips, bandaids, alcohol wipes, and safety pins. We’ll be collecting these items through the
remainder of the season, until it’s time for the “Stuff the Box Party”! Thanks in advance for any help you can
give!
Help a senior by raking leaves! If you are willing to help seniors by raking leaves, please see the flyer on the
Connection Center, or contact Robin Wilkening.
You are an amazing church in so many ways. We are eternally grateful for all the ways you support our Missions and Outreach endeavors, whether it be through prayer, time, talent, or treasures. Have a blessed spring
season!
From your Missions and Outreach Team: Connie Ellefson, Lisa & Josh Hoover, James Jordan, Connie King,
Steve Massow, Deb Rousselle, Robin Wilkening, and Wendy Smith

2022 GOLD CAN SCHEDULE

May Anniversaries
Rich & Patti Coates May 6th
Joe and Sally Reynolds May 10th
Glenn & Martha Yerby May 23rd
Benny & Vicki Wright May 28th

May Birthdays
Jaden Bright May 4th
Lauren Shipley 15th
Jim Helmecy May 15th
Steve Massow May 15th

Beverly Fitzgerald May 17th
Claudia Graham May 20th
Heather Burns May 21st
Chris Adkins May 22nd
Margi Hamstrom May 22nd
Jennifer Long May 23rd
Ethan Davenport May 24th
Shellie Deperio May 25th
Myles Jordan May 25th
Donna Lenburg May 31st

Church office will be closed Monday, May 30th

