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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MEETING
Saturday, March 19 @ 8:30am

Try your LUCK

Join is for social time, breakfast snacks,
A speaker and a short business meeting!
Our speaker, this month, will be from Family Promise
If you will need child care please contact Sara White
Or Barb Steiner so they can contact nursery staff.
If you are unable to attend the meeting in person,
You can join is on Zoom at 9:00am, after the social time.
www.zoom.us then enter the meeting ID-89501391516
and the password 228917

[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, March 4th, 5:00 p.m. at El Pueblo
Restaurant, 5350 U.S. Hwy 6, Portage

Call Sandra Robinson at 764-8433 if you hav

News from Portage First UMC Endowment Committee
Our Endowment Committee is pleased to announce that $13,425 has been allocated for the 2022
Grant requests.
To be considered for a grant award, several steps are necessary. A written request must be submitted
to the Endowment Committee for review. This is accomplished by completing an Endowment Fund
Grant Application. Copies of the application are available at the Connections Center or may be obtained through the church office. A copy of the Endowment Fund Grant Request Process is attached
to the application and explains the steps necessary to complete the application. The deadline for consideration of funds available this year is April 30, 2022.
We ask that you prayerfully consider the ways in which these funds can spread the word of Jesus
Christ when you complete an application. Potential uses to consider include (but are not limited by)
Missions, Evangelism/Outreach, Education, Music, Worship and Arts. Feel free to think outside the
box and be creative. Although the deadline is April 30, 2022, don’t let the lack of information we
may require prevent you from submitting an application. If we need additional information, we will
reach out to you after the application has been submitted.
We encourage everyone to complete an application according to the purposes in which our charter
outlines (see below). We have tried to make this process as simple as possible. Each year we learn
something new from the grant process. Last year there was some confusion regarding the role of the
Endowment Committee. Our role is to receive and approve those applications that meet the criteria
outlined within our charter. Once awarded, grant recipients are required to take ownership of their
award from start to finish. Please contact any member of the Endowment Committee if you have any
questions regarding this process prior to completing an application.
We realize that many of you do not know the purpose of our Endowment Fund. The following excerpts
from our charter provide a glimpse that we wanted to share with you:
Portage First UMC Endowment Charter
The primary purpose of this Endowment Fund is to provide a means for members and friends of The Church to
make gifts and bequests to provide a permanent endowment of financial support and living memorials.
Gifts to the Endowment Fund will be held in perpetuity, if not otherwise designated by the donor, with income to
be used to further Christian ministry and mission. Income from the Endowment Fund shall be used to assist
The Church in fulfilling its purposes in Christian ministry and mission.
This Endowment Fund and resulting income is intended for purposes that are not a part of the local Churches’
established programs, which are funded, or should be funded, through the annual operating budget of the
church and the regular giving of those attending. It is not intended that Endowment Fund income provide for
local Church general operating expenses.

Royal Family Kids Camp/Operation Christmas Child
:

This article is about two annual outreach mission projects that our church so strongly supports.
The first is Royal Family Kids Camp. A one week-long summer camp for children who have
suffered abuse, abandonment, or neglect. We host 80+ children ranging in ages from 7 to 12 that
are currently in the foster system. The camp provides an opportunity to experience unconditional
love from adults that they can trust. Here is where Portage First makes a difference for this
camp. For more 20 years, our church has provided volunteers who donate a week of their time to
serve at camp as guides and staff. We also raise money to help cover the costs of backpacks and
supplies for each of the children. The backpacks are filled with a towel and washcloth, toothbrush and toothpaste, shampoo/conditioner/body wash (otherwise known as a 2 in 1 or 3 in 1
from the dollar/$1.25 store) and a soft blanket. In addition, we have also provided other needed
items such as pillows, twin sheet sets, bathing suits, water shoes and new or gently used clothing
which is distributed throughout the week. The backpacks will soon be ordered and now we wish
to ask all of you to consider purchasing a needed item to fill the backpack or make a donation to
the Royal Family Kids Camp fund. There will be a brightly colored decorated box available in
the fellowship hall to place items into. So even though it is cold and snowy outside, let’s think
of summertime in July and the laughter and excitement of the children as they embark on a week
of camp with a filled backpack from Portage First. And if anyone ages 18 or older is interested
in serving as a guide or staff member, please let me know as it takes over 50 volunteers to run
the camp. Camp will be held the week of July 10to July 15.

And now an intro to our second outreach project for this year known as the shoe box ministry or
Operation Christmas child. This annual event, held in October, provides the opportunity to stuff
a box with child appropriate hygiene items, some clothing, and toys for children ages 2 to 14
from around the world who need to know that Jesus loves them. This year’s goal is again 500
boxes which is quite an undertaking and usually takes a full year to collect items. Our present
goal is to collect 500 bars of soap. We would like to have very lightly scented or no scented bars
like ivory. They do not have to be name brand and they can be travel size or regular size. UPDATE FROM THE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT MADE JANUARY 23RD. WE ARE NOW AT
275 BARS OF SOAP, 55% OF OUR GOAL IN JUST TWO WEEKS. WAY TO GO PORTAGE
FIRST. A Holiday decorated box will be available in the fellowship hall to place the soap in and
any other child appropriate item that you wish to donate keeping in mind the items must fit inside a boot sized box.
So, from the bottom of my heart and from the members of the Mission committee, we wish to
thank our church for their vision of outreach to our community and the world through the eyes
of a child.
Thank you.
Connie Ellefson, Mission and Outreach member

Outreach/Missions
Green Tip
It’s fun to be green on St. Patrick’s Day, but it’s important to be environmentally green every
day of the year! There are so many ways you can help steward God’s incredible creation. If
you’d like to receive creative recycling tips, follow the “Porter County Recycles” Facebook page.
You’ll find many seasonally appropriate tips to protect our planet and the resources we all rely
on.
Not many grocery stores recycle plastic bags post-COVID. Did you know that you can recycle
plastic grocery bags at the Valparaiso Compost Site at 2150 W. Lincolnway in Valparaiso? You
can! And don’t forget about our collection bins right in the church Fellowship Hall! We collect
batteries, used markers, and used ink cartridges to be recycled, as well as pop-tops to help raise
funds for Ronald McDonald Houses, and tattered American flags to be properly disposed of.

St. Paddy’s Day Corned Beef and Cabbage!
Don’t miss the food and the fun on Sunday, March 13! Lisa Hoover and her helpers will be serving
up a traditional corned beef and cabbage St. Patrick’s Day meal from 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m..
Free will offerings will be accepted to raise funds for new furniture in the Nursery! Hope you’ll
join in the fun!

Soup-er Bowl Sunday
Did you donate soup, crackers, chips, or dip for the Portage Township Food Pantry on Soup-er
Bowl Sunday? Or perhaps you came and ate Lisa Hoover’s or Martha Brubaker-Yerby’s delicious
homemade soup that day? Or maybe you initiated the project or prayed or served the meals or
loaded the food and took it to the food pantry or helped in any other way? If you helped in any
way at all, we THANK YOU! With your help the Portage Township Food Pantry received a wonderful amount of food and approximately $300. It will truly be a blessing for our food challenged
neighbors!

Family Promise
We will be hosting our first family for Family Promise Sunday February 27 – Sunday March 6. If
you are reading this before those dates, we may still have a few needs. Please contact Carrie
McKiddy if you are able to provide a meal, eat and visit with the family from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m., or
stay overnight. If you have questions about Family Promise, please talk to Connie King. If you
are reading this after that week and you helped out in any way, THANK YOU so much for sharing
your compassion with this family in need!

Youth Group News!
A HUGE thank you to the Youth Members who came
to
help with moving furniture and cleaning out classrooms
for
painting and flooring to get done. I should have taken
pictures, but I had my hands full, with- ya know- furniture,
and books, and crayons, and choir robes, and framed
pictures, and file cabinets, tables, chairs…. what else did we move?
When we met in January, we brainstormed ideas about how
we could serve our church and community, and helping out with this project was definitely one of those ways.
Watch for an announcement about our next service project. Some possibilities might be
helping with Family Promise, planting flowers, and preparing Mother’s Day gifts- stay
tuned!
Our March Youth Group meetings return to normal programming with a shared meal,
activity, and bible study. We’re still working our way through our Luke-Acts series, as
we explore the life of Jesus and see how he prepared His disciples to lead the New Testament church.
Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month from 6:00- 7:30!

Invite a friend and come and join us on March 8 and 22.
Questions or ideas? Trish Johnsen,
Youth Ministry Director trishatchurch@gmail.com call or text 765-490-1994

ALTAR FLOWERS

ANY ONE INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP FOR 2022
ALTAR FLOWERS, PLEASE SEE SIGN-UP SHEET
IN THE NARTHEX. COST IS $20.00
PER ARRANGEMENT.

UMW Priscilla Women’s Circle
Will meet Ash Wednesday, March 2 @ 6:30pm
Via Zoom and IN PERSON for a short devotion
Before the Ash Wednesday worship service.
www.zoom.us then enter the meeting ID
89501391516
And the password 228917

United Methodist Men
March Church Newsletter - 2022
Greetings and good tidings United Methodist Men and church families. Hoping this find you all
well in the Lord. Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good health.
At our Saturday February 5thth. meeting we had (7) in attendance. Ed introduced us to a new
bible study that we started this day - “Life Lessons From James” by Max Lucado – Lesson #1
“Growing Through Trials”. Opening Situation: Like many of the early church leaders, James served
under the continual threat of trials and violence. Both the Roman authorities and the Jewish religious leaders had reasons to persecute as many Christians as possible. To the Romans, the Christians were troublemakers. To the Jewish leaders, they were blasphemers. James wrote to his fellow
believers in part to encourage them to persevere in the midst of all these trials. He reminds them
(and US) of the benefits they can expect to receive from hardships and the importance of living genuine lives of faith. This is going to be a great study for us. Thanks Ed for leading us in this study.
Our men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall.
Our meeting agendas have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, singing, bible
study, and a short business meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Cubs,
Boys, & Girls Scouting programs (which are currently on hold), Prison Ministry, UMW Rummage
Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.). The scouting program that we sponsor and
support/charter is currently on hold due to financial risks to us which the Boy Scout organization is
going through.
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-03/05/22
Saturday-04/02/22
Saturday-05/07/22
Saturday-06/04/22 – Breakfast Meeting at Tates Restaurant (Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/10/22
Saturday-10/01/22
Saturday-11/05/22
Saturday-12/03/22
At our 02/05 meeting we discussed and approved the following.
We signed and sent (19) cards: sympathy and cards of encouragement to church members.
We shared letter from Steve Massow regarding current Prison Ministry needs.
Approved $117.50 for purchase of “Purpose Driven Life” books for offenders in our churches Prison Ministry program at Westville.
Prison Ministry:
Steve Massow and Wendy Smith have been going back in (as able) every other Wednesday
evening to do ministry there. Steve shares with us that in all his time of visiting the prison there has
never been a larger group of men gathering on Wednesday nights in the prison chapel of R-Dorm.
He says that on some nights they have up to (30) offenders attending the evening service. He further says that there is a real hunger for them to come together with other like minded Christians - to
share, worship, study, sing, and pray together. I believe the pandemic has played a big part in this.
But God's spirit is definitely a major role in this too.
Continued on next page

Letter Writing:

One of the things that our men's group has been doing for the offenders is to send them monthly
letters. The group of (30) offenders that are now attending are new to the PF Hope Wednesday night
ministry.
A Real Need:
With this larger number of new offenders there is a real need for letter writers. Yes our men's
group is writing letters, but we as the church can help. We need to share with the offenders words of
hope and encouragement, never questioning what they have done, or why they are there. We just
need to share from our hearts what God has given us – words of hope and encouragement. If this is
something you think God may be leading you to do - it would be so worthwhile both to you and especially to the offender. It is fairly simple and easy. You don't need to write any lengthy letters. Short
letters are fine as long as they are sincere and encouraging. All letters need to be on white lined paper written with black or blue ink. Typed letters are not acceptable and will not go through.
If you are interested in writing a letter contact / send a text to:
Mike Matthew: 219-508-9616
Steve Massow: 219-742-0926
“The Surging Sea”
You rule over the surging sea; when it's waves mount up, you still them. (Psalm: 89: 9)
read Psalm 89: 1 - 13
The biggest wave on record was recorded on July 9, 1958, in Lituya Bay, Alaska. It was caused by
an earthquake followed by a landslide, resulting in a towering tsunami more than 100 feet high. Just
imagine a 10 story wall of water hurtling toward you.
The psalmist shares that God is in control of the surging seas. He is in control of it's every motion. This psalm is a song reminding God's people of all the great things he has done. “I will sing of
the Lord's great love forever,” it begins. The psalmist sings about how God rules over the whole creation.
God shows his greatness in the sea. Try to imagine how far it extends, all of the life that is in it,
the power it exerts on land as it crashes against the continents. God created the sea through his Word,
and he still moves it and watches over it today.
When we need help, we can call on God because he rules our world. As the psalmist said about
God's power to still the waves, so we can pray to our Lord to take care of us in the storms of our
lives.
Do you have a storm in your life that you want to ask God to take care of? Pray to the Lord. Sing
his praises.
Dear God, you know the storms that are in my heart and in my life.
Still my heart and calm my storms so that I can praise you in peace.
In Jesus name, Amen

Looking forward to seeing our men join us at our March 5h meeting in our church fellowship hall.
We are now serving breakfast (Presently - No more bring your own).
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

2022 GOLD CAN SCHEDULE

March Anniversaries
Steve & Deb Massow 8th
James & Marcie Jordan 17th
Paul & Denise Pollacheck

March Birthdays
Lori Seberger 3rd

Mia Lopez 3rd
Conner Welch 4th
Larry Darnell 9th
Katy Lawrence 9th
Virginia Spurlock 16th
Elizabeth Seberger 16th
Shari Warne 20th
Rich Coates 20th
Joselynn Medina 20th
Larry Livergood 20th
Amy Kegley 21st
Gloria Bowen 24th
Alexandra Medina 25th
Mitch Gale 29th
Katie Tarnow 31st
Melissa Sullivan 31st

