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Portage Youth Group News!
Youth Group meets on the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month at 6:00 PM! If you are
in junior or senior high, join us on:
February 8 and February 22!
We’ve been carefully tracking the Covid-19 rates for the
county and area school systems to make decisions about
whether we meet in person or on Zoom. To make sure that
you are always “in the know”, please make sure that I have
the best contact information for you and let me know if you
still need an invite to the private Youth Group Facebook
page.
For our first meeting in January, we discussed future plans
for the youth group by making three lists:
what we want to do in youth group
what we can do for our church
what we can do for our community.
We generated some amazing ideas, so stay tuned for announcements about upcoming events and projects!
Trish Johnsen, Youth Ministry Directortrishatchurch@gmail.com 765-490-1994

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S MEETING
Has been CANCELLED for February
See you in March

[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, February 4th, at Benchwarmer's
Grille, 6028 Central Avenue, Portage,
at 5:00 p.m.

Call Sandra Robinson at 764-8433 if you hav

PRISON MINISTRY NEWS…….
Our PLUS program has ran very low of yarn. For them to continue with there
crochet projects or hats, scarfs, blankets they need more yarn.

PLUS other project is making quilts. The sewing machine we had donated couple of years ago have ran their course of being functional. They were used
24hrs a day when we were making masks. Now the quilt project is on hold.
Please drop off any donations to the church office and mark them Prison Ministry.
Thanks
Prison Ministry Team

New Years Resolution...How Fun Are they?

MISSION/OUTREACH NEWS……..
Greetings, Church!
Your Missions and Outreach Team hopes you are enjoying the beauty of the winter season. It’s Valentine’s month,
and this month (and all year ‘round) we want you to know we love you and are grateful for all your participation.
You all have hearts of gold and we thank you!
Here are a few announcements:
Family Promise is now providing temporary living space for a homeless couple. Each week the couple stays at a
different participating church, and it will be Portage First’s turn to host them during one week of February (likely late
February.) We are looking for men and women from our congregation who can spend the night with them at the
church (or possibly the Farmhouse) that week. (Beds will be provided in separate rooms.) We need to have 1 man
and 1 woman there each night. We will also be in need of people to cook dinners each evening and provide breakfast
and sack lunches each morning. Please contact Connie King, Robin Wilkening, or Wendy Smith if you’re able to
help.
Sunday, February 13, is Soup-er Bowl Sunday! Let’s get our game on and take the Soup-er Bowl Challenge by
bringing cans of soup, crackers, chips, and dip to the table in the Fellowship Hall between now and then! These will
all go to the Portage Township Food Pantry to provide tasty, nutritional, and fun blessings to people in the community!
The United Methodist Women are starting a new hat and mitten mission next November. In addition to providing hats and mittens/gloves to the local schools, they will also have a special clothesline set up outside the church.
Sets of hats and gloves/mittens will be packaged in large zip-lock bags and clothes pinned to the line. That way anyone who needs these items to stay warm next winter will be able to stop by the church anytime of day seven days/
week and find what they need. If you’d like to help this mission, be sure to check out the hat/mitten/glove sales which
will likely be happening soon!
Have you taken the Share the Blessing Challenge ? On behalf of the Missions and Outreach Team, Pastor Michael
and Josh Hoover presented each family in attendance January 16th with a $10 bill and some special instructions. Each
family was to pray for God’s guidance on how to use that $10 to bless others in our community. The $10 is like a
mustard seed. It starts out small, but with faith, it can grow into something grand and powerful! Once your family
has used this gift to bless others, we’d like to know what you did! You can post what you did on a new Facebook
page Pastor created called “PFUMC Shares the Blessings”, or write it down and send it to the church office, or call
and let us know. It will be fun to watch the blessings grow and multiply!
Helping Kids by Helping Teachers. Each year many teachers spend a lot of their own money to purchase the supplies they need to teach their students. Before Christmas, we asked teachers at Kyle Elementary School (serving kids
in the Pleasant Valley community and beyond) if there were any small, everyday school supply items they needed for
their classrooms. They gave us their “wish lists”, and we were able to provide each teacher with a gift bag with all
(or some) of the items they requested. A beautiful gift tag let them know how much their neighbors a Portage First
appreciated them. It was a fun way to help the teachers and the students as well!
During Advent, the congregation pooled their resources to support Heifer International! This organization is on
a mission to end hunger and poverty in a sustainable way by supporting and investing alongside local farmers and
their communities around the world. Pastor Michael reported that the
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MISSIONS/OUTREACH CONTINUED
church donated $1333.67! Because we donated it during a campaign on 12/30/21, it was tripled!
That plus a couple other donations meant your contributions helped bring $5001 to Heifer International! That’s enough to fund 5 Milk Menageries! (A Milk Menagerie provides a quality-breed
heifer, two goats and a water buffalo — four milk-producing animals that provide hardworking
families with the resources to help children grow up healthy and strong.) Way to go, church!
The Community Friendship Meal is still going strong! Deb Rousselle and her helpers are
providing meals for many people from the local community on the last Wednesday of the month.
When COVID numbers are high, the meal is a drive-thru meal. When numbers lower, it’s in person in the Fellowship Hall. Thanks to all who have been involved in this important mission.
More help is always welcome. If you’d like to help, please let Deb know.
With blessings and grateful hearts,
Your Missions and Outreach Team (Connie Ellefson, Margi Hamstrom, Lisa and Josh Hoover,
James Jordan, Connie King, Steve Massow, Wendy Smith, and Robin Wilkening)

UMW Priscilla Women’s Circle
The Priscilla Women’s Circle is an additional time for the women
of Portage FUMC beyond our Saturday monthly meetings. The
circle will be a virtual circle occurring on the first Wednesday of
each month beginning Feb. 2, at 6:30 pm. Please use the same
Zoom link as UMW meetings at: www.zoom.us then enter the
meeting ID – 895 0139 1516 and password: 228917. If you need
assistance with zoom, please let a UMW officer know so we can
help: Sara White (co-president), Barb Steiner (co-president), Patti
Coates (vice president), Marcie Jordan (treasuer), Sue Andryuk
(secretary) and Sue Miller (devotions). Heather Schulz can also
help as our zoom chairperson during the monthly Saturday meetings.
Priscilla was one of the first female teachers of the early church.
She was key in spreading the gospel after Jesus’s death alongside
Paul and her husband. We will have a brief devotional each
month followed by highlights of our week/month as well as concerns and time for prayer. Please join us as you are … be comfortable.

ALTAR FLOWERS

ANY ONE INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP FOR 2022
ALTAR FLOWERS, PLEASE SEE SIGN-UP SHEET
IN THE NARTHEX. COST IS $20.00
PER ARRANGEMENT.

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY IS
CANCELLED UNTIL FEBRAURY 9TH. AT
THAT TIME IT WILL BE DECIDED WEEKLY IF THERE WILL BE A MEETING.

2022 GOLD CAN SCHEDULE

February Anniversaries
Terry and Sally Nohr 2nd
Bob and Nada Romanov 6th

February Birthdays
Denise Pollachek 5th
Nada Romanov 5th
Brooke Jackson 6th
Bob Romanov 10th
Bill Liesch 10th
Ron Mauer 15th
Kailtyn Adkins 18th
Tony Centracchio 20th
Lerryn Darnell 21st
Betty Evensen 25th

