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Since it is January, I wanted to write a small bit about the legend of Befana. In Italy, Santa Claus does
not bring gifts on Christmas. Instead, the Children receive gifts from Befana the Christmas witch. The
legend goes that she was cleaning house when she saw the Magi pass by on their way to see the infant
Jesus. She deeply desired to come with them but her housecleaning wasn't done and she swore once
she was finished she would see the Lord Jesus. However, by the time she finished and got on her way,
gifts in hand, the holy family had already fled to Egypt. Therefore every year since she appears giving
gifts to the children, since she missed her opportunity to give her gifts to the Christ child. She is a
merry figure but she reminds us of an important less in the year ahead. Oftentimes the things that
seem most important pale in comparison to the truly important. The last line from this poem by Phyllis
McGinley says it all: "Good people, the bells begin! Put off your toiling and let love in." Please enjoy
"The Ballad of Befana"
Befana the Housewife, scrubbing her pane,
Saw three old sages ride down the lane,
Saw three gray travelers pass her door Gaspar, Balthazar, Melchior.
"Where journey you, sirs?" she asked of them.
Balthazar answered, "To Bethlehem,
For we have news of a marvelous thing. Born in a stable is Christ the King."
"Give Him my welcome!" Then Gaspar smiled, "Come with us, mistress, to greet the Child."
"Oh, happily, happily would I fare, Were my dusting through and I'd polished the stair."

Old Melchior leaned on his saddle horn. "Then send but a gift to the small Newborn."
"Oh, gladly, gladly I'd send Him one, Were the hearthstone swept and my weaving done.
"As soon as ever I've baked my bread, I'll fetch Him a pillow for His head,
And a coverlet too," Befana said.
"When the rooms are aired and the linen dry, I'll look at the Babe."
But the Three rode by.
She worked for a day and a night and a day,
Then, gifts in her hands, took up her way.
But she never could find where the Christ Child lay.
And still she wanders at Christmastide,
Houseless, whose house was all her pride,
Whose heart was tardy, whose gifts were late;
Wanders, and knocks at every gate,
Crying, "Good people, the bells begin!
Put off your toiling and let love in."

Pastor Michael Lawson

New Year! New Day! New Time! New Presidents!
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Saturday January 15@ 8:30 am
Our morning begins with social time & breakfast snacks.
Followed by a speaker or activity. Our speaker this month is
Bobby Dekemper from the Portage Food Pantry.
Come and hear about their new facility and the
Wonderful ( and needed) outreach to Portage.
Then a short business meeting and we’re done!
If you will need child-care please contact Sara White
Or Barb Steiner so they can contact our nursery staff.
If you are unable to attend our meeting, in person,
You can join us via Zoom at 9:00am, after the soicak time.
Please contact Sara White for Zoom log in information.

Hats, gloves and socks were delivered to 5 Portage elementary schools.
BUT
We have been made aware of 1 more school that is in need.
Sp collection basket for hats, gloves and socks, in the narthex,
Will remain until the end of January!
Thank you for your generosity!

News from Cub Scouts and Boys Scouts

Great News!!!
Cub Scout Pack 487 and Boy Scout Troop 452 will be returning to our building hopefully sometime in the Fall of
2022.
United Methodist Churches and BSA have reached an agreement concerning the BSA Bankruptcy.
If anyone has a son that will be in grades K-5 starting in the Fall please contact Kim/Chris Adkins .
We will also be looking for leaders to help bring this pack and troop back to PFUMC.

[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, January 7th, 2022, at 5:30pm (Yes, 5:30pm this
month) at the Marguette Yacht Club, 1218 Crisman Road in Portage. Please note the time
change. The Yacht Club does start serving until
5:30pm on Fridays and as asked that we arrive
AFTER 5:00pm . Contract Sandra Robinson, 764
-8433 if you have any questions.

United Methodist Men
January Church Newsletter - 2022
Greetings and good tidings United Methodist Men and church families. Hoping this find you all well in the Lord.
Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good health.
At our Saturday December 4thth. meeting we had (11) in attendance. We had a good bible study from Acts Chapter #10 - “Cornelius learns from Peter”. We learned the need for seeking out a mentor in our spiritual lives. And we
learned the importance of being a mentor for others also. Cornelius was a good man, but he knew he needed to
grow. The key here is that we all need to be open and seeking to grow in Christ. Thanks Ed for leading us in this
lesson. Our 12/4 meeting was hopefully the last of our bring your own breakfast and drink meetings - due to the
pandemic safety guidelines. Starting at our January 8th meeting we are going back to providing breakfast for everyone. And Rich Coates has volunteered for providing our breakfast for this meeting. Thank you Rich.
Our men's group generally meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our meeting agendas have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, singing, bible study, and a short business meeting
where we share about our ministries that we support (Cubs, Boys, & Girls Scouting programs (which are currently
on hold), Prison Ministry, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.). The scouting program that we sponsor and support/charter is currently on hold due to financial risks to us which the Boy Scout organization is going through.
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-01/08/22
Saturday-02/05/22
Saturday-03/05/22
Saturday-05/07/22
Saturday-06/04/22 – Breakfast Meeting at Tates Restaurant (Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/10/22
Saturday-10/01/22
Saturday-11/05/22
Saturday-12/03/22

Saturday-04/02/22

At our 12/04 meeting we discussed and approved the following.
Society of St. Andrew (feeding America's hungry) – This is a United Methodist Church ministry to feed the
hungry. Our men's group has been a supporter of this ministry for many years. We had a guest speaker
from Society of St. Andrew come and share with our men's group two years ago, a very worthwhile and
needed ministry. At our meeting we agreed to make a year end gift of $100.00 to them from our UMM
funding.
The UMW monthly meetings have a potential need to staff our nursery during their meetings. The UMM was
approached and asked if we could support the UMW in this potential need. At our meeting we as a men's
group discussed and agreed to pay out of our UMM funding (using our current nursery staff) when this
need arose. The UMW was very appreciative for our UMM support in this matter.
At our 11/06 meeting we discussed and approved renewing our UMM charter for 2 more years at a cost of
$160.00 taking us now through November of 2023.
Many cards of encouragement were signed and sent to church members.
- We shared letter from Steve Massow regarding current Prison Ministry needs.

Continued on next page

Prison Ministry:
Westville prison recently opened their doors again to volunteer groups, to allow them to come in again and do ministry
in the prison. This was after almost a year and a half of not allowing groups (and even family members) of being able
to come in and fellowship with these male offenders. Steve Massow and Wendy Smith have been attempting to go
back in every other Wednesday evening to do ministry there. Steve shares with me that in all his time of visiting the
prison there has never been a larger group of men gathering on Wednesday nights in the prison chapel of R-Dorm. He
says that on some nights they have up to (30) offenders or more attending the evening service. He further says that
there is a real hunger for them to come together with other like minded Christians - to share, worship, study, sing, and
pray together. I believe the pandemic has played a big part in this. But God's spirit is definitely a major role in this
too.
Letter Writing:
One of the things our men's group has done for the offenders is to send them monthly letters. Steve shares that the
men we had been writing letters to have moved on (are in other dorms, or in most cases have been released to go to
work release programs and then home). This group of (30) offenders that are now attending are new to our PF Hope
Wednesday night ministry.
A Real Need:
With this much larger number of new offenders there is a real need for letter writers. Yes our men's group is writing letters, but we as the church can help. We need to share with the offenders words of hope and encouragement,
never questioning what they have done, or why they are there. We just need to share from our hearts what God has
given us – words of hope and encouragement. If this is something you think God may be leading you to do - it would
be so worthwhile both to you and especially to the offender. It is fairly simple and easy. You don't need to write any
lengthy letters. Short letters are fine as long as they are sincere and encouraging. All letters need to be on white lined
paper written with black or blue ink. Typed letters are not acceptable and will not go through.
If you are interested in writing a letter contact / send a text to:
Mike Matthew: 219-508-9616
Steve Massow: 219-742-0926
“Devotion to read, pray, and think about”
When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion approached him and appealed to him, saying,
Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, suffering dreadfully.” Jesus said to him, “I
will come and cure him.” The centurion said in reply, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you
enter under
my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed. Matthew 8: 5 – 11
As the above passage continues, Jesus will marvel at the faith of this Gentile centurion. He will then send the centurion home with the assurance that his servant is healed. Mathew will note: “And the servant was healed at that very
moment.”
The centurion had no doubt that Jesus could heal from a distance. It was only a question of whether Jesus would
choose to heal the servant at all. When Jesus says to him, “Go home. It shall be done because you trusted,” the centurion fully believes that the servant is indeed healed.
Let's take a minute to think about the level of our (my) faith and (my) trust in God. When I pray and ask God to do
something, and it doesn't happen, what kinds of thoughts cross my mind?
Do I wonder if God could really do it?
Do I believe that God could, and wonder why God wouldn't, and decide that it's more or less because of my
own sinfulness?
Do I believe that God could, and trust that God didn't because there's more to than I can see?
Don't answer too quickly.
Talk to the Lord about it. Spend some quiet time with the Lord.
Looking forward to seeing our men join us at our January 8th meeting in our church fellowship hall.

Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

ALTAR FLOWERS

ANY ONE INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP FOR 2022
ALTAR FLOWERS, PLEASE SEE SIGN-UP SHEET
IN THE NARTHEX. COST IS $20.00
PER ARRANGEMENT.

January Anniversaries
Chuck & Patti Coppess 16th
Nick & Sue Andryuk 16th
Gregory & Shellie Deperio 19th
Bill & Sue Miller 21st
Mike & Deb Rousselle 24th

January Birthdays
Michael Lawson 6th

Randy Wilkening 9th
Dan McCoy 14th
Victoira Pollachek
Christopher Messer 23rd
Kathy Matthew 25th
Randy Wilkening Jr 31st

