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Welcome to the Portage Pilgrim! You New Church Newsletter!
We are pilgrims on a journey,
We are trav'lers on the road;
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load.
-- From the Servant Song
By Richard Gillard
One of the primary images of the Christian life is a pilgrim traveling along the
road to a holy destination. Millions of Christians from all over the world have
traveled to holy pilgrimage sites as a means of spiritual growth. Even today,
millions of Christians travel the Camino de Santiago or “Way of Saint James”.
It is a walking trip through Spain that follows the traditional route undertaken
by Saint James on his missionary journey. Pilgrims hike through Europe stopping at various holy shrines and villages, praying, and partaking in holy communion and worship.

Those who could not afford to take an expensive pilgrimage could participate
in pilgrimage by means of a labyrinth. A labyrinth is a sort of maze that the
pilgrim walks upon and quietly prays. The Chartres Cathedral built a labyrinth
in the year 1145 that took 24 years to complete. Set into the floor of the cathedral, Pilgrims travel the path of concentric circles and diversions before reaching the center. The center represents arriving in Jerusalem where the Pilgrim
considers the sacrifice of Christ, prays before they exit the center and then follow the path back out of the labyrinth. (If you would like to take one of these
mini-pilgrimages yourself, there is a prayer labyrinth at Valparaiso University
situated just behind the chapel. I recommend the experience.)

The Prayer Labyrinth in Chartres
Cathedral in France from above.
Built in 1145 AD, the Labyrinth provided Christians their own pilgrimage
experience if they were not able to
travel themselves. It is just 42 feet
in diameter but the path it creates is
858 feet long or a tenth of a mile.
Arriving at the center is said to emulate arriving at Jerusalem.

Just like the children of Israel in the wilderness, the apostles walking in the
footsteps of Jesus we are travelers, moving through time and place, moment by
moment, hoping one day to land upon the shore of heaven, our long journey
coming to its illustrious new beginning. Along the way we meet companions,
fellow pilgrims, follow a path, and seek clarity from a map.

That you are reading this new newsletter today shows that we are pilgrims together at Portage First United Methodist Church. Our hope is that the Portage
Pilgrim will help act as a map for you to navigate the ministries of our church
and our common life. This monthly publication will contain the information
you need and invitations the church wants to offer you for enrichment and
friendship. Our hope is that this new format will be more readable, and comfortable as well as simply more pleasant to look at. Welcome to the next leg of
our journey and may we one day arrive at the Holy Jerusalem that awaits all
the saints of God in the Kingdom of Light.

Portage First United
Methodist Church
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NEWS FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT …...
Greeting Siblings in Christ of the North District!

Every organization will die without the free flow of information. This is true of our North District
community. I am asking that the following gets accomplished as soon as possible:

Confirm that at least the Pastor(s), Lay Leaders and Church office staff have updated their email preferences with the Conference. You do not need an “inumc.org” address to do so. Persons can sign up for the
first time or change their preferences here: Sign Up for Newsletters - INUMC Pastors that are new to the
North District need to especially do this! Ensuring you are getting all the latest information from the
Conference and District through this method is the best way to stay informed. Furthermore, I am requesting Pastors and Lay Leaders encourage all youth and adults in your church to be on this email distribution list. It is very important that you manage your email preferences through the Conference website.
If you select “unsubscribe” from any Conference email, you will be automatically removed from ALL Conference emails.

Please make a BIG push throughout your church to strongly encourage everyone that has Facebook to like the North District Facebook page. Simply search
for “North District—Indiana United Methodist Conference.” I am also asking any local
1.

church Facebook pages to like and share the North District page. I intend to leverage the power of this
platform even more in the coming months, so it is vital that everyone that can, be connected to the flow
of information through Facebook.
Please contact me with questions or reasons why I should not expect this to be accomplished
soon.

Thank you for ensuring our District thrives by making sure we a stay connected in these ways.

Peace,

Rev. Dr. Marti G. Lundy
Superintendent

United Methodist Women
Friday-September 3rd @ 9:30am
ALL WOMEN ae invited to join for fellowship,
Conversation, breakfast snacks
and an important meeting!
Hope to see you there!

CANCELLED FOR SEPTEMBER
NEXT MEETING OCTOBER 1ST @ 9:30AM
[Photo caption]

First Friday Fellowship will meet on Friday, September 3rd, 5:00 p.m. at Martini's Steak & Seafood, 1004 Calumet Avenue, in Valparaiso,
IN Reservations are required. Contract
Sandra Robinson, 764-8433, if you plan to attend or have any questions.

With a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) you receive the personal satisfaction rewards of knowing that your gift will ultimately benefit your church while you receive a lifetime stream of payments.
Please read the latest Endowment Article continuing our discussion on Estates Planning and Gifting.

FINANCE NEWS…
Portage First United Methodist Church Finance Update

What is “Apportionment”? From www.umc.orgThe main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned
funds, a method of giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to
conferences and local churches. For United Methodist this method of giving has
become a strong, generous tradition. Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference ever
could hope to do alone.
In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for
the church’s work. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a
significant difference in the lives of God’s people.
The Indiana Annual Conference asks that each church provide 11% of the prior
month’s income as their
Apportionment, 10% to the conference and 1% to the district.

Very important information from Finance Committee.

MISSIONS NEWS……..
Relay for Life, Portage
The local Relay for Life event was held on Friday, August 6 from 6 to 10 p.m. Our church supported this
event with a team spearheaded by our very own Wendy Smith. The table decorations were fabulous promoting this event during the month of July. A collection of over $600 was made to this event from our
church. Thank you to everyone who gave money, came out for the survivor event and meal, provided a
luminary in memory of in celebration of a loved one and for walking a few laps around the track. Portage
First rocks.

Royal Family Kids Camp 2021:
The volunteers from Portage First (Cara Reeder, Rich & Claudia Graham, Glen Yerby & Connie
Ellefson) want to thank our church family for supporting the camp for foster children held in Crown Point
this year. A total of 45 kids ages 7 to 12 successfully completed the week-long camp. Through the generous donations of money and supplies we were able to provide each child with a backpack filled with a
bath towel, wash cloth, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, conditioner and body wash, a blanket and laundry bag. In addition, we took some flip flops, pillows, twin sheet sets, water shoes, bathing suits and swim
trunks, as well as some donated clothing for the children to take home. The children participated in bible
study each day along with fun activities such as crafts, wood and paint shop, birthday party, talent show,
lots of swimming and fishing and dress up. Thank you once again for your continual support of a special
group of children.

Operation Children Child (shoe box ministry):
A great BIG thank you to our church family for their generous donation of underwear for the show box
ministry. Last count was over 700 pair of underwear. Incredible collection of a much-needed item for the
children. The packing party is fast approaching. It will be held on Saturday, October 23, from 10 until all
500 boxes are packed. It is the big day at Portage First for stuffing shoe boxes for children around the
world. In the meantime, the mission committee is busy collecting items for this international outreach project. Each child will receive an outfit, a composition book and a hygiene bag with a toothbrush, bar of
soap, comb and wash cloth and a pencil bag filled with a ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener, 2 pencils, glue
stick and scissors. Then the FUN part will be stuffing the box with items such as a stuffed animal, ball,
toy car, coloring book and crayons, hair accessories, backpacks, marbles, first aid kit or jewelry kit. We
are still in need of such things as socks, coloring books and crayons, activity books, cards that teach addition, subtraction etc., and inflatable beach balls. Anything child appropriate that does not take up a lot of
space in the box is also welcome. No liquids or candy of any kind can be put in the boxes. A Christmas
decorated box can be found in the fellowship hall for donations. We thank the small groups and individuals who have been busy helping to assemble clothing, making first aid kits and jewelry kits, pencil bags
and hygiene bags. We appreciate their efforts in making this project so successful for children around the
world.

RUMMAGE SALE NEWS……
Can you believe it?! It’s time for another RUMMAGE SALE!
Set-up dates:
Sunday, September 19th – Table setup, bring in all the goodies from the shed.
Monday, September 20th thru Wednesday, September 22nd - empty boxes,
pricing, sorting, move over large items from the barns, etc. And, TWEAK,
TWEAK, TWEAK!
Sale dates:
Thursday, September 23rd (9a-6p)
Friday, September 24th (9a-2p “Fill a Bag Day”)
We can use as much help as possible! Helpers that donate 8 (combined) hours of
time M-F will receive a FREE dinner during sale hours. YUM! M-W are also helper
preview days! That’s right! If you want first pick, come lend a hand emptying
boxes, sorting, and having an all-around good time! And as always, we’ll be
serving our famous Chicken & Noodles! Take out available.
There are other jobs available if the “rummage” part isn’t your thing! Sign-up
sheets will be at the Welcome Center for a variety of ways to help. We will especially need “homemade” desserts to accompany the dinners AND for the bake
sale.
All proceeds go out to several missions. Donations are ALWAYS welcome and can
be dropped off at the back of the
church. Let’s make this the best sale
ever and show what we can do!

CUB SCOUT NEWS…..
It is with heavy heart Chris and I write this message to our
Congregation the following news..
Due to the BSA bankruptcy and lawsuits with their restructuring , Bishop
Trimble has advised all United Methodist Churches that charter a pack/
troop to not recharter for 2022. After speaking with church leaders we
have decided it is in best interest of the pack and our congregation to
cease operations until further notice. We hope to return with our little
scouts in the future.
We would also like to say “Thank You” to everyone that donated, bought
popcorn, had a car washed, bought Marilyn's Pies and everything else the
scouts did in the last 14 years.
Please keep all of our leaders in your prayers as they decide what's best
for their scouts future.
In Scouting,
Chris and Kim Adkins

GOOD MORNING, JESUS

BY BUD GREY
You can never be too close to God.
Share with Him your life each day.
He is the creator of all things
And the blessing that come your way.

Do not shrink away from Him
When days are hard to start
He will grant you peace
And mend a broken heart.

He is always by your side
No matter what you do

Remember His eternal love
And that Jesus died for you.

Tell our Savior that you know
He is with you every day
And ask that He forgives you
When you forget to say.

“Good morning, Jesus,
I’m so glad that you are here.
We’ll spend the day together,
Life’s complete when you are near”

