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Connection Center and Greeters Sign-Up...
If you are looking for a way to serve and have some time before services on Sunday,
consider serving as a greeter or helping out at the Connection Center. It is a great
opportunity to meet new people and see those you already know! Sign up on the schedule
at the Connection Center!

2637 McCool Road • Portage, IN 46368 • (219) 762-3846 • www.portageumc.org

From Pastor Michael…
The Dark Ages… Again?
As Christianity developed in the western world in the early medieval ages, the church, drunk on its
triumphant control over the culture at large started a process of throwing things away. They threw out anything that they considered pagan or not Christian such as Plato, Socrates, Archimedes, and Aristotle. They
threw out the historian Herodotus and his histories preferring to reform the past into their own image. They
lost vital information about luxuries like indoor plumbing, aqueducts, and animal husbandry. The church
literally moved the society backwards in its understanding of the world.
These actions plunged the western world into a period of superstition and ignorance. The result
can best be understood by this account of an eastern Arabic doctor as he recounted the medical treatment
a western Christian doctor used with his sick patients. The Eastern doctor had a background in the classical
doctrines of Hippocrates, from whom we get the Hippocratic Oath. Hippocrates taught that the first job of
any physician is “Do no harm”. However during the early medieval period the church had thrown these precepts out. Here is the result:
“They brought before me a knight who had an abscess on his leg and a woman suffering from consumption. I made a plaster for the knight, and the swelling opened and improved. For the woman I
prescribed a diet to revive her constitution.’ But a Frankish doctor then arrived and objected, `This
man does not know how to care for them.’ And, addressing the knight, he asked him, `Which do
you prefer, to live with one leg or die with two?’ When the patient answered that he preferred to
live with just one leg, the physician ordered, `Bring me a strong knight with a well-sharpened battle
axe.’ The knight and the axe soon arrived. The Frankish doctor placed the man’s leg on a chopping
block, telling the new arrival, `Strike a sharp blow to cut cleanly.’ Before my very eyes, the man
struck an initial blow, but then, since the leg was still attached, he struck a second time. The marrow of the leg spurted out and the wounded man died that very instant. As for the woman, the
Frankish doctor examined her and said, `She has a demon in her head who has fallen in love with
her. Cut her hair.’ They cut her hair. The woman then began to eat their food again, with its garlic
and mustard, which aggravated the consumption. Their doctor affirmed, ‘The devil himself must
have entered her head.’ Then, grasping a razor, he cut an incision in the shape of a cross, exposed
the bone of the skull, and rubbed it with salt. The woman died on the spot.”
This time-period was later referred to as the dark ages- a time of dark ignorance. It was our Arab
neighbors who, following a series of holy wars and crusades, shared with us their copies of our lost ancient
knowledge. We again were reading the mathematicians and scientists of antiquity along with Plato and Socrates. This education led the western world into what we now refer to as the high renaissance an age of
architectural and artistic achievement unmatched in any age since. This resurgence of ancient wisdom
eventually led to the “Enlightenment” and scientific achievement that led us all the way to the moon and
beyond.
We are not alone in our desire to culturally purge. I do not mean to say that there were not great
minds in the church who saw the folly of throwing out ancient wisdom. I do not mean to say that every part
of the church desired to use their piety as an excuse to be uninformed. What I do mean to say is that today,
in 2021, we are running dangerously close to walking our culture back into a new dark age.

Dispose of Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) properly. You
might be surprised to learn that many of the things you have
stored in your cabinets, under your sink, or in your garage are hazardous and harmful to
the environment, making it important to dispose of them properly. (A few examples include: nail polish remover, aerosol cans, car wax with solvent, fluorescent tubes, smoke
detectors, oil-based paint, metal polish, floor care products…and the list goes on. For a
complete list of the items which can be properly disposed of at our Porter County Solid
Waste Management District’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days (and a list of
what they cannot accept) visit: https://portercountyrecycling.org/recycling?
layout=edit&id=98.
Proper disposal of these items is important. Here’s HOW NOT TO DO IT, and WHY:
Examples of improper HHW disposal methods include:
Pouring them down the drain, on the ground, into storm sewers; burning them; flushing
them down the toilet; burying them; dumping them in vacant lots or in ditches; or
putting them out with your trash. The dangers of these disposal methods might not be
apparent, but improper disposal can contaminate lakes, rivers, streams and groundwater
(located below the ground before it goes to a river, stream or well); pollute the air with
dangerous fumes; or put your sanitation and landfill workers at risk for serious injury.
HHW Collection Days are coming up:
Saturday, July 17 : 9am—2pm Hebron Elementary/Middle School, 307 S. Main St, Hebron
Saturday, Aug 14 : 9am—2pm Portage High School, 6450 US-6, Portage
Thanks for helping to care for God’s creation!

From Pastor Michael… continued
FIRST FRIDAY FELLOWSHIPWILL MEET ON FRIDAY, July 2ND, @ 5PM AT THE DUNASTY BUFFET
(CHINESE), 1805 LINCOLNWAY VALPARISO, IN. PLEASE CONTACT
SANDRA ROBINSON BEFORE THURSDAY , JULY 1ST AT 764-8433 OF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND.

I see in the most pious people a desire to use their Bible as an excuse not to think. I hear pastors
preach against a college education because “you might lose your faith.” Our secret fear that more of science means less of God has led many to embrace conspiracy theorists, the Flat Earth Society, QAnon, and
other regressive intellectual movements. Some so-called Bible Colleges are little more than adult babysitting services lacking both diversity and intellectual freedom. Some home school programs that carefully
designed to discourage independent thought and questioning. What exactly are we afraid of? God is big
enough for our questions and there is more than enough room in our souls for both astrophysics and metaphysics.

WATER SAFTEY ARTICLE BY DAN MCCCOY IS AVAILABLE TO
ENJOY ON THE WELCOME CENTER.

I truly believe that our current intellectual, political, and religious environment would be greatly
improved if we were more interested in truth. Does not our scripture tell us that “love delights in the
truth”? Have we forgotten that the Jesus we worship is not only the Living Word but also “the Way, the
Truth, and the Life”? Why are some Christians in this age so committed to plunging us into intellectual
darkness? It should not matter to followers of Jesus if that truth is scientific truth, historical truth, intellectual truth, personal truth or religious truth.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY JULY 5TH. IF
YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY PASTOR MICHEAL CAN BE REACHED
ON HIS CELL PHONE.

Why are we so afraid our doctors whom we would trust for surgeries and chemo are suddenly lying to us
about vaccines and masks? Why are we willing to ignore our longstanding history of exploitation and racism when facing these realities could heal our nation? Why would we rather live in a slowly burning world
when scientists all over the world have affirmed again and again the reality of climate change? The same
scientific minds that brought us the iPhone (which we stand in line for hours to own), launch the satellites
and study the weather, are the same ones who can educate us on the implications of our addiction to fossil fuels. More than all of this, when did being a good Christian come to mean not believing in these things?
When did it become the height of piety to hate the CDC and the ecologist?
The call for us as representatives of Jesus in the world is to embrace intellectual exploration and
scientific endeavor. We will no doubt be challenged by what we learn, but God is big. More of science does
not mean less of God. I encourage us to undertake the challenge of good debate and intellectual curiosity.
It is only when we are seeking truth and not comfort that the conditions get better. I know from experience, when our mind is unsettled by inquiry, God gets bigger and leads us to even better questions.

Rummage Sale News…..
Proceeds from the Spring rummage were distributed as
follow:

Endowment Committee Report
The goal of the Endowment Fund is to assist our church in fulfilling its purposes in Christian
Ministry, Mission and Outreach. Grant funding per our charter is intended for purposes that
are not a part of the local Churches’ established programs, which are funded, or should be
funded, through the annual operating budget of the church and the regular giving of those
attending.
Portage First Endowment Committee is excited to announce that grants in the amount of
$14,786 were awarded for 2021.
The 2021 recipients include:

Family Promise

$1865 TITHE
$2000 UMCOR
$2000 PORTAGE FOOD PANTRY
$1000 PHS MCJROTC
$1000 FIRST CONTACT
$650 GABRIELS HORN
$500 THREE20 RECOVERY COMMUNITY
$500 COMMUNITY MEAL

$1,000

$150 HOBART HUMANE SOCIETY

st

Portage 1 Education Sunday School room furniture $3,000
Handbell Refurbishment
Mission to Feed the Hungry

$1,970
$ 500

Community Friendship Meals

$3,000

Portage 1st Worship Sound System

$5,151

Total Grant Request – 2021

$43,786

This fall we will place information on the connection center that will detail the 2022 grant
process. We encourage everyone to start thinking of ways that our ministries can be
expanded.
Mike King
Endowment Communication Director

What is 'Apportionment'? From www.umc.org —
The main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned funds, a method of
giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to conferences and local churches. For
United Methodists this method of giving has become a strong, generous tradition. Together, through
our connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference
ever could hope to do alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair
share for the church's work. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts, and service to make a
significant difference in the lives of God's people.
The Indiana Annual Conference asks that each church provide 11% of the prior month's income as
their apportionment, 10% to the conference and 1% to the district.

CAR SHOW 2021
Rev up those engines and get ready to race into the 2021 Car Show1 Mark your calendar for August 14th.
The show will be from 11am to 3 pm.
The Hobart High School Wolfgang singers will be back and a new duo called” The Juniors” will also share
their incredible music with is as well!
It will be a day of fun, great music, watermelon eating contest! Hula hoop competition, a police K-9 demonstration, awesome food and especially the classic cars that will take you back to the “Good Old Days!”

Don’t miss this day of memories and memories in the making!
We still can use door prizes. New preferably and car related, but not necessary, big or small.
Gift cards are welcome too.

All proceeds from this show will benefit the Royal Family Kids Camp.
Please help send a kid to camp!

Please drop off with the church office administrator Kim Adkins,
Or call Steve at 219-742-0926 and I’ll be happy to pick up items up.
Thank you see you at the show!

Poem of the Month by
Bud Grey

From Missions and Outreach:
Hello church!
This month, as always, we are feeling so very blessed by our church family. It has been so uplifting to see people’s smiles as so many have gathered together to worship again in person. For
those worshiping from home please know we’re envisioning your smiles, and we miss you!
We want to thank all of you for the many, many ways you have reached out to help others
throughout the first half of 2021. Your prayers, your time and talents, and your financial contributions have done so much! You have helped those needing food in our community through
your donations of soup (Soup-erbowl Sunday), Macaroni and Cheese (Mac & Cheese 500), additional food, and financial support for the Portage Township Food Pantry! You have helped people in need of food (or just a little break) with your participation in planning, shopping, cooking,
baking, funding, preparing meals for distribution, meal distribution, and clean up during the
Wednesday Community Meals! You have provided financial support for the African Children’s
Choir Primary School and their Music for Life Program! You have created and distributed little
bags of cheer for many of our shut-in members at Valentines Day! You shopped, cooked, served,
or ate yummy corned beef and cabbage at St. Patrick’s Day, or purchased Fund Pasta to raise
money for the scholarship fund! You supported Operation Classroom’s Taiama Enterprise Academy in Sierra Leone with financial contributions to support the purchase of computers for their
teachers! You ate at Panda Express to support Family Promise! You donated toothbrushes,
toothpaste, 2-in-1 or 3-in-1 shampoo, conditioner, and body wash for kids who will be attending
Royal Family Kids Camp this summer! You have done all this and more, church…and you did it all
with hearts full of love and prayers! Thank you so much for being you, and for all you do! Please
pray for our youth as they participate in their Youth Hybrid Mission July 26 – 30.

As always, you are welcome to join our Mission and Outreach Team Meetings at the church on
the first Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Feeling blessed,
Your Missions and Outreach Team
Margi Hamstrom, Lisa and Josh Hoover, James Jordan, Connie King, Steve Massow, Robin Wilkening, Connie Ellefson, and Wendy Smith

Youth Group News!
Youth Group is continuing to meet through the summer!
On Monday, June 14 we had a bonfire party, next door at the farm. We
had a great time running around and exploring the farm, roasting hot
dogs and marshmallows, and were even treated to ukulele music,
courtesy of Nora Brown.
Our next time together will be Monday, July 12. Stay tuned for details.

We have a private Facebook group, an email list, and a Remind group
set up for communication. If you are a youth member or parent of a
youth member who is not receiving communications, please let me
know!
Portage Youth will be assisting with the 1st UMC car show! Steve Massow is looking forward to our help on Friday, August 13 to help with
setting up and for various jobs on the day of the show on Saturday,
August 14. Please let me know which day(s) you are able to help. I’ll
be there all - day Saturday with my husband and “Orange Crush”, our
1969 F100. It’s going to be a great day having fun with some of the
coolest rides in the region while raising money for Royal Family Kids
camp.
Trish Johnsen – Youth Ministries Director – 765-490- 1994 –
trishatchurch@gmail.com
Bonfire tailgate party on June 14, when we were having too much fun together to remember to Take pictures!

MISSION MOMENT BY DEB ROUSSELLE
Community Friendship Meals will be held weekly thru
June and July with the last weekly drive-thru meal being
July 21. We will be eating inside on July 28. We are
hopeful that some of the drive-thru meal persons will
feel comfortable eating together with us along with all
of you who could use one night a month to come together for a meal and some fun activity. In August, and
each month after, the meal will be held on the last
Wed. of each month. I will have more specific details in
the weeks ahead.

Have you ever looked at someone and knew they were
hurting? What did you want to do? Help them or run
the other way? Maybe you’re afraid you will say something that will hurt or offend them. You don’t feel
equipped. And, hey, isn’t this what the pastor is for, or
how about the former Stephen Ministers or Congregational Care ministers?
Yet, you see, helping someone who is sad, lonely, scared is what each and every one of
us is asked to do – demonstrate compassion and love. It’s to be done because Jesus told
us to love one another out of genuine care – not out of a sense of duty. You will find that
when you take the time to listen to a friend or neighbor or your waitress or babysitter –
you will be blessed along with them.
There is a need to learn - to listen more than you speak, some clichés to steer clear of, a
way of praying that brings comfort and awareness of God’s presence in

the situation, and boundaries to set. This is why we are having a workshop on Saturday
July 24 at the Shrine of Christ’s Passion in St. John, IN.
We have a room reserved for 3 hours for the training, take a break for lunch followed by
time to walk thru this unique area where Christ’s Passion, the events leading to His crucifixion and resurrection are depicted.
Specific details will be on the Welcome Center……
You may be wondering, so I go to this training, what will be expected of me afterwards. It
is my hope that after the training you will:
Be more aware of the needs of others
You will feel better equipped to offer yourself as a listener.
You will be more comfortable engaging in conversation
You may, at some time, be asked to contact a person to offer them a listening ear.
You will recognize when a situation needs more than listening and when to refer to
pastor.

Please consider taking part in this workshop. It is thru authentic love for one another that
we can truly be open, as Lovett Weems points out, “to releasing the power of prayer, healing and nurture as we become a more Caring Congregation.”

Cub Scout Pack 487 News…..
On June 8th they held their Blue and Gold Banquet at
Woodland Park and crossover 26 boys into their next rank.
They have following events planned
June– Family Camp & selling meat sticks at Founders
Square Park
July– July 4th Parade & Movie Night at Founders Square
Park
August– Railcats game with United Methodist Men and
Outdoor Event at the church same day as the Car Show.

The scosuts will be starting back up on Tuesday nights on
August 17th from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
If you know of any boy in the K-5th grade that would like to
join Cub Scouts please have them attend the Outdoor Event
on August 14th and they can see what scouts are all about.
We’re also in need of adult leaders and possibility a new
Cub Master. If you know of anyone that would be interested
please contact Kim /Chris Adkins.

