The Witness
ISSUE V

MAY 2021

Portage First United Methodist Church
Pastors Michael Lawson

MAY NEWSLETTER

2637 McCool Road • Portage, IN 46368 • (219) 762-3846 • www.portageumc.org

From Pastor Michael…
In this glorious season of Easter, it seems as if everything around us is returning to life. We have the returning
beauty of Spring, our new beLoved Community Initiative, a new church kitchen and a new chancel in our
sanctuary. We are also happy to announce that we are ready to begin phase two of our sanctuary remodeling
project: the central cross! It seems as if everything is being renewed and remade in the name of Christ.

In order to portray the broad spectrum of our worship life we have selected a design that augments and
enhances the classical design we recently installed. The hardwood floors and board and batten paneling
represent well to the deeply rooted traditions of our congregation. The central cross area will be a modern
addition that builds upon those traditions in bold new ways, intertwining past, present and future growth.

This central cross design will utilize stainless steel, lighting effects, and was adopted to honor the history of the
town of Portage and our longstanding relationship to the production of steel. We as a congregation have
throughout our history had many steel workers whose hard work and toil have enabled our ministry. In their
honor these stainless-steel panels were donated to our church from one of the local mills. The holes that pierce
the metal bear a special meaning when we reflect on the Biblical witness. They call us to remember the words
of the prophet Isaiah: “Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”

This design is intended represent the hard labor of an unseen multitude of workers who have dedicated
themselves to building up our community. We must remember that Christ himself was a worker, a carpenter as
well as a rabbi. Therefore, the wooden cross at the center is both familiar to us and transformed by the new
design. As always, the cross is a revelatory sign from God that represents the loving victory of Christ over sin
and death. The lighting effects, capable of changing based on need or liturgical season, are a sign of our sure
and certain hope of resurrection and heavenly glory.

Thus, the holy cross, these pierced sheets of stainless-steel metal, and the light that shines through them
represent Christ in the midst of our earthly toil and our common ministry. They represent many who have
worked to build and establish this worshipping community both past and present. Finally, they point to the
inheritance we all have as the children of God and our promised eternity with Christ Jesus.

Besides the donated stainless steel, local craftsmen have already agreed to donate their time and resources
project. The work of fabrication requires special welding devices and technical prowess. The entire project is
already fully-funded and the trustees are looking forward to installation within the next two months. Lift high
the cross!

NEWS FROM TRUSTEES**********

SPRING CLEAN-UP
DAY
MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
SATURDAY, MAY 1ST FROM 8 TO 4PM.
LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED.
CALL CHURCH OFFICE TO SIGN UP 7623846
ANY QUESTIONS SEE STEVEN
SCHULTZ

Ladder Safety Everyone Should Know by Dan McCoy

Remember in old cartoons when the main character is caught wobbling at the top of an extension ladder? A funny skit ensues as the ladder inevitably begins to fall and a friend scurries around under an expanding shadow trying to catch them.
Scaling a ladder in real life, we know, is a lot more serious. According to OSHA, portable
ladders (step, straight, combination and extension ladders) are one of the leading causes of
falls and injuries to workers on the job. Knowing how to use a ladder properly at home
or at work decreases your chances of risk and injury.
From cleaning your gutters to fixing a roof, you’ll most likely need a ladder to get the job
done. Keep these ladder safety tips in mind the next time you climb to ensure the job is
completed in a safe and timely manner.
Before use
Preparation is key to ladder safety. Keep these tips in mind before you climb:

•

Inspect the ladder for cracked or broken parts such as rungs, steps, side rails and locking components.

•

Be sure all locks on an extension ladder are properly engaged.

•

Do not place ladders on boxes, barrels, tables, or other unstable objects to gain additional height.

•

Make sure all tools and materials are securely fastened to the ladder to prevent falling.

•

Do not use a self-supporting ladder, like a step ladder, as a single ladder or in the partially open position.

•

An extension ladder should extend three feet above the point of support.

•

To set your ladder at the right angle, place its base a quarter of the working length of the
ladder from the wall or other vertical surface.

•

If using a ladder outside, do not use in windy or inclement weather.

Check in with yourself: Avoid using a ladder if you feel dizzy, tired or are impaired.

Ladder Safety Continued by Dan McCoy
During use
Ladder safety doesn’t stop on the ground. Keep these tips in mind while your ladder
is in use:
• Do not exceed the maximum load rating of the ladder. Read and follow manufacturer’s labels and warnings for use and weight rating.
• When climbing, always maintain three points of contact through a combination of
hands and feet.

•

Don’t stand on the top rung of the ladder unless it’s designed for such activity.

• Never have someone climb up to bring you something. Only one person should
be on a ladder at a time.
•

Don’t move the ladder while it’s in use.

• Don't lean or overreach. Reposition the ladder instead.
Face the ladder and always grip the rungs, not the side rails.
This article is for informational and suggestion purposes only.

Previously we’ve discussed the value of creating your personal Estate Plan, your Last Will and Testament,
and Life Insurance as a Lifetime Gift.
Here’s our latest installment on ways to create a personal Estate Plan as well as leaving bequests to the Endowment Fund.

Please read the attached article in regards to “Charitable Gift Annuities” produced by the United Methodist
Foundation of Indiana.
It explains how you can utilize an annuity to leave a Charitable Gift to your church and produce Guaranteed
Income for Life to yourself.

SIGN-UP SHEET ON THE WELCOME CENTER. DEADLINE TO SIGN UP MAY 9TH

CUB SCOUT PACK 487 NEWS
Cub Scout Pack 487 would like to announce the upcoming Arrow of Light Ceremony on Tuesday, May 11th @ 6:30pm in the church sanctuary. We will have 3 cub
scouts transferring to a Boy Scout Troop that evening. We’re proud to announce 2
of our very own church members will be becoming Boy Scouts. Please take a moment to graduate them on this great honor.

Jamieson Gaskin will be joining Troop 998
Henry Brown will be joining Troop 998
Steven Usher will be joining Troop 906
Henry Brown will also be receiving his Religious Award that evening from Pastor
Michael.

Snicker Caramel Apple Salad
6 small apples cord & chopped
6 snicker bars-cut into bite size
1 box of instant vanilla pudding
1/2 cup of milk
1 12oz cool whip
1 cup marshmallows
1/2 cup Carmel Sauce
Whisk together pudding & milk in a large bowl.

Fold in Cool Whip
Fold in apples, chopped snickers and marshmallows
Drizzle Carmel sauce on top
Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Youth Group News
Youth group has gone hybrid (yes, it requires a combination of fuel and electricity).
Youth group will meet IN-PERSON, at the church at 6:00 on Monday, May 10

and VIRTUALLY, on Zoom at 6:00 on Monday, May 24
Masks are still required, and we aren’t sharing a meal together- yet.

Stay tuned for plans for the summer! Mark your calendars for the week of July 26- 30 for the
United Youth Group “Hybrid” mission trip. For this “trip” we will be meeting at new locations
each morning to take part in a service project within the Portage/ Michigan City region. In addition to the hard work of a true mission project, there will plenty of time for fun, food, and worship as well! Parents/ guardians will be responsible for daily transportation, and those of you
who work summer jobs or participate in sports can come and go and participate with the Youth
Group team as you are able!

If you are willing to be a background- checked adult who is able to
help out on the nights of in- person Youth Group meetings, please let me know. Our goal is to
include 6th graders in Youth Group, and provide programming for 6th- 12th + students, but in
order to do so, I need another dependable adult to be able to split the group into junior and
senior high groups during bible study and discussion time. This role could be split between
multiple people who are able to rotate. If you are willing to volunteer a couple of hours a
month, beginning with the 2021-2022 school year, please let me know.
Trish Johnsen- 765.490.1994- trishatchurch@gmail.com

MISSIONS
Hello Church!
Your generosity, love, and prayers continue to keep our mission projects thriving. Here are
some projects going on this month:
Food Pantry –We’ve got a special request during the month of May. We’re asking for boxes
of Kraft Macaroni and Cheese for a really fun project. Watch for Connie King’s announcement about the details during a Mission Moment in early May!
Community Friendship Meal: Thanks for all your donations of time, talent, and treasures
for the community meals. You are making a beautiful thing happen! May 5 th is Cinco de
Mayo! As Deb Rousselle mentioned in her Mission Moment last month, if you’d like to help
with the Community Friendship Meal that day, it would be a fun time to don some festive
Mexican attire! Take a look around to see what you can find. Do you have a sombrero?
Maybe maracas or castanets? Whatever fun Mexican things you can find! This will really
spice up people’s wait in line, and the other helpers that day will enjoy it, too!
Royal Family Kids Camp: Last month we kicked off our drive for items to go into the backpacks for each of the 80 special children who will attend Royal Family Kid’s Camp this summer. Thank you for all those donations of toothbrushes and toothpaste last month! This
month we are looking for donations of 2-in -1 (shampoo and body wash) or 3-in-1
(shampoo, conditioner, and body wash) for the kids attending camp. If you’d like to donate, you’ll find two collection baskets for these items in the Narthex. Thanks in advance
for helping each of these kids to have the toiletry items they need to get them through the
week!
Thanks in advance, church, for all you do!
With gratitude,
Your Missions and Outreach Team (Connie Ellefson, Margi Hamstrom, Lisa and Josh Hoover, James Jordan, Connie King, Steve Massow, Wendy Smith, and Robin Wilkening)

PORTAGE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
FROM THE FIANANCE COMMITEE
March 2021
Non Designated Giving
$41,700.06
Operating Expenses $33,124.80
Debt Reduction Giving
$3,994.00
Debt Reduction Expense
$7,577.58
Apportionment Paid

$6,458.98

Year to Date 2021
Non Designated Giving
Operating Expenses

$94,647.45
$77,007.86

Net Year To Date

$17,639.59

Debt Reduction Giving
Debt Reduction Expense
Net Debt Reduction

$13,762.00
$11,858.44
$1,903.56

Overall Net Current & Debt

$19,543.15

Apportionment Paid

$9,629.45

What is “Apportionment”? From www.umc.org
The main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned funds, a method of giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to conference and local churches.
For United Methodists this method of giving has become a strong, generous tradition.
Together, through our conncected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual conference
ever could hope to do alone.
In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the church work. We combine our
prayers, presence, gifts and services to make a significant difference in the lives of God’s people.
The Indiana Annual Conference asks that each church provide 11% of the prior month’s income as their apportionment, 10% to the conference and 1% to the district.
The Finance Committee and Trustees are excited to report that we have raised $5,700 through the month of March
towards the capital campaign to replace the Education wing’s roof. Thank you for faithfully supporting this important
campaign. Please consider what you can do to aid this effort, perhaps through a weekly recurring gift, a one-time
contribution, or even a portion of an income tax refund. Every several small contribution will help maintain the ministries which rely on the use of that portion of the church.

Here is a convenient way to tithe!
Try PushPay with your mobile device or online!
Have you ever come to worship and realized you left your offering envelope at home or learned of a
worthwhile mission you want to support only to realize you did not bring your checkbook? Wouldn’t
it be a blessing to be able to give back to God in a matter of seconds using your smartphone or tablet,
laptop or desktop?
We have partnered with a company named Pushpay to help us move into the 21st Century with our
financial stewardship. Fewer people write checks much less use cash, especially younger adults.
Pushpay will allow us to give one-time gifts, recurring gifts or special gifts using debit or credit cards
or ACH transactions from our bank accounts. It is quite easy to get started. Simply text ‘pfumc’ to
77977 and follow the instructions on your screen. As part of the process you will be able to download
the Pushpay app for either iPhone or Android.

Please note — When filling out envelopes for offering, altar flowers, etc.,
please write clearly both first and last names . Thank you.

Happy May Anniversary to…
05

Rich & Patti Coates

10

Joe & Sally Reynolds

23

Glenn & Martha Yerby

26

Bennie & Vicky Wright

Happy May Birthday to…
01

Don Morgenroth

15

Ryan Kegley

24

Juliet Medina

04

Jaden Bright

16

Sally Nohr

24

Richard Pinarski

06

Bruce Wilson

17

Bev Fitzgerald

24

Ethan Davenport

06

Jim Crisman

17

Paul Tarnow

25

Shellie Deperio

08

Riley Miller

20

Claudia Graham

27

Grant Monahan

13

Linda Mills

21

Heather Burns

31

Donna Lenburg

15

Jim Helmecy

22

Chris Adkins

15

Steve Massow

22

Margi Hamstrom

23

Jennifer Long

HAPPY MOTHERS’S DAY
TO ALL OF OUR MOTHERS .
HOPE YOU ENJOY YOUR DAY!!!

