Here is a convenient way to tithe!
Try PushPay with your mobile device or online!
Have you ever come to worship and realized you left your offering envelope at home or learned of a
worthwhile mission you want to support only to realize you did not bring your checkbook? Wouldn’t
it be a blessing to be able to give back to God in a matter of seconds using your smartphone or tablet,
laptop or desktop?
We have partnered with a company named Pushpay to help us move into the 21st Century with our
financial stewardship. Fewer people write checks much less use cash, especially younger adults.
Pushpay will allow us to give one-time gifts, recurring gifts or special gifts using debit or credit cards
or ACH transactions from our bank accounts. It is quite easy to get started. Simply text ‘pfumc’ to
77977 and follow the instructions on your screen. As part of the process you will be able to download
the Pushpay app for either iPhone or Android.
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Please note — When filling out envelopes for offering, altar flowers, etc.,
please write clearly both first and last names . Thank you.

Happy April Anniversary to…
19

Christy & Skyler Cawthra

26

Art & Alice Kurth

26

Jim & Karen Helmecy

Happy April Birthday to…
01

Lisa Hoover

10

Lily Hamilton

16

Lorri Davenport

11

Alice Kurth

18

Stephen Miller

19

Aaron Cawthra

27

Kris Bailey

02

Melissa Medina

11

Jeff Kaiser

03

Jill Ryan

11

Vicki Mason

03

Kyle Adkins

12

Mike Liesch

12

Laura Piontek

13

Sherry Pinarski

07

Mark Long

07

Ann Packard

27

Judy Kirkman

08

Ron Hall

28

Amber Welch

09

Virginia Lockenvitz

30

Chuck Mason

30

Wendy Smith

30

Gabrielle Sullivan

10

Erica Bush

Kathy Manteuffel
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From Pastor Michael...

Recipe of the Month

A Voice at Easter

Cherry Gelatin Supreme
I recently discovered that my computer has a dictation function. That means that I can talk to my computer
and it will write down what I say. I don’t have to use a keyboard. Years ago other computers were advertised
with a similar feature but experience taught me that it was wholly unreliable. It would easily replace the word
“bore” with “door” and vice versa. You would put in a lot of work on an email or essay only to find it was a
reduction of gibberish and confusion. However, the dictation function on my computer nowadays works very
very well!
My sister was wise enough to save a voice mail message from our grandmother on her phone. So every so
often she can listen to it again and again and hear our grandmother’s voice. I might ask her to play it for me
one of these days.

2 cups water, divided
1 package (3 ounces) cherry gelatin
1 can (21 ounces) cherry pie filling
1 package (3 ounces) lemon gelatin

3 ounces cream cheese, softened

When I was a child, I had a Fisher Price tape deck with an attached microphone. My parents would buy my a
story cassette tape and on the opposite side… you could record your own voice!!! These early recordings of
little Mikie are long gone along with the tape recorder itself.

2 cup mayonnaise

Lately, I was considering the words of that famous Easter Hymn “In the Garden”. I admit for a long time it was
among my least favorite songs in the entire hymnal. I don’t like gardening myself and don’t care for planting
things so the idea of standing in a garden and hearing God’s voice was not something I connected with. My
experience of gardening is heat, sweat, dirt, and bugs…

1 cup miniature marshmallows

What changed my mind about this hymn was the realization that this song was not about gardening or a
garden at all. The garden is merely the setting. The story is about an early morning just after sunrise, outside
the city walls of old Jerusalem. There in a place called Olivet a woman named Mary Magdalene was weeping
outside an empty tomb because the dead body of her master is missing. However, she is surprised to hear his
voice and receive for the first time the news that Jesus was alive. She becomes the first preacher of our risen
Lord Jesus!
Unlike today, where we can record the voices and likenesses of the ones we love, Jesus statement that “It is
finished” was likely the last thing Mary Magdalene thought she would ever hear from Jesus. She likely thought
that his voice would only return to her in memory, like my grandmother. There were no recordings on a longforgotten cassette tape at the back of a drawer. No, “The voice I hear,” says Mary Magdalene, “falling on my
ear the Son of God discloses.” It’s His voice, the voice of Jesus, “so sweet the birds hush their singing” that fills
her with joy, wonder and hope.
Jesus, the source of life has spoken the words of life. Do not let them become gibberish and confusion. Let the
words and example of our risen Lord, dictate the path we will follow, the way we should live. Jesus is Risen,
and he will walk with you, and talk with you, and tell you
that you are His own. Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!

1 can ( 8 ounces) crushed pineapple undrained

1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
2 tablespoons chopped pecans
In a large saucepan, bring 1 cup water to a boil. Stir in cherry gelatin until dissolved.
Stir in pie filling. Pour into an 11x7 inch dish. Cover and refrigerate for 2 hours or until
set.
In a small saucepan, bring remaining water to a boil. Stir in lemon gelatin until dissolved. In a small bowl, beast the cream cheese and mayonnaise until smooth. Beat in
lemon gelatin and pineapple. Cover and refrigerate for 45 minutes.
Fold in the marshmallows and whipped cream. Spoon over cherry layer; sprinkle with
pecans. Cover and refrigerate for 2 hours or until ser.

From the Finance Committee…….
The Finance Committee thanks all who have pledged to give in 2021! If you have not yet pledged and
need a pledge card, please contact the church office.
What is “Apportionment”? From www.umc.org
The main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned funds, a method of
giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to conferences and local churches. For United
Methodists this method of giving has become a strong, generous tradition.
Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or annual
conference ever could hope to do alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each congregation
gives a fair share for the church’s work. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a
significant difference in the lives of God’s people.
The Indiana Annual Conference asks that each church provide 11% of the prior month’s income as their
apportionment, 10% to the conference and 1% to the district.

Portage First United Methodist Finance Update
February 2021

Year to Date 2021

Non Designated Giving

$42,107.00

Non Designated Giving

$57,952.99

Operating Expenses

$20,487.00

Operating Expenses

$43,922.09

Debt Reduction Giving

$ 8,669.00

Net Year to Date

$14,030. 90

Debt Reduction Expenses

$ 2,140.43

Debt Reduction Giving

$10,118. 00

Apportionment Paid

$ 0.00

Debt Reduction Expenses

$4,280. 86

Net Debt Reduction

$5,837. 14

Overall Net Current & Debt $19,868.04
Apportionment Paid

$3,170.04

Youth Group News
Youth Group is hybrid! (Yes, it requires a mix of fuel and electricity, too.)
In April, we begin our new hybrid schedule, meeting the second Monday of
the month IN- PERSON, and the fourth Monday of the month VIRUALLY.
In-person meetings take place in the church fellowship hall and/ or outside on April 12 and May 10
from 6:00- 7:00 PM. Masks must be worn at all times, so there will be no food served yet. Distancing
will be observed to keep us all safe.

Hi Church Family!!

Virtual meetings will take place at 6:00 on Zoom on April 26 and May 24.
We will reevaluate our plan once the school year ends.
If you are interested in attending Senior High camp at Epworth Forest June 13- 18OR…
If you think you would rather attend Senior High leadership camp (Thursday- Saturday camp experience) June 10- 12 at camp Lakewood, please let me know by April 26, 2021.
Camp fees are reduced this year, and funds and scholarships are available!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the United Youth Group
“hybrid” mission trip July 26-30, 2021!
This will be an opportunity to team up with the Michigan City Youth Group and participate in mission
projects in both local communities. You get to sleep at home in your own bed each night, and meet at
a new location each morning. We’ll do some hard work- but find time to eat, worship, and play together too. If you have a summer job or take part in sports, this gives you the chance to come and go when
you can and participate as you can. Each family will be responsible for their own transportation.

If you are not on the Youth Group REMIND group, mailing list, private Facebook
group and/or email list PLEASE let me know so that I can add you. I’m doing my best to gather contact
info and make sure I’m communicating with every family !

Thanks! Trish Johnsen.765-490-1994.trishatchurch@gmail.com

UMW will be having our Spring rummage sale April
22nd & 23rd. Setup will start on Sunday, April 18th.
During the sale, customers will be required to wear
masks inside the building. The kitchen will only be doing carry outs again and will need desserts. We will
still feed our helpers and have a “Bake Sale”. Please,
please prayerfully consider helping in any way you
can. Thank you so much for all you do to help! Love
to you all!!!
***RUMMAGE SALE NEEDS MEDIUM TO LARGE BOXES DESPERATELY. PLEASE DROP OFF AT CHURCH IN
THE BACK RUMMAGE AREA. ******

In our efforts to educate and inform our church family on the workings of the Endowment Committee, we have been
focusing on ways in which you can contribute to the Endowment Fund. As we near the day when we award the 2021
Grants, we wish to stress the importance of increasing the monies in the Endowment Fund by your contribution of a
lump sum or on-going contributions.
Previously, we discussed the value of creating your personal Estate Plan and Last Will and Testament. By doing so, you
can achieve your financial goals and seamlessly pass on your remaining monies to those individuals and organizations
you wish to receive them.
This month we will build on our previous offerings with the use of Life Insurance in achieving your planning goals.
The use of Life Insurance has many advantages including:
1)

Tax-Free Benefits

2)

Ease of transfer by utilizing the beneficiary designation options

3)

“Pennies on the Dollar” approach by creating an instant estate.

Please read the attached article “Life Insurance as a Lifetime Gift” produced by the United Methodist Foundation of
Indiana for further information. Be advised that whenever you see the word “Foundation” used in the article, we are
referring to the Portage Endowment Fund.

We hope that the information we have been providing and will continue to provide is beneficial in your understanding
of the purpose and workings of the Endowment Fund. With this in mind, we look forward to offering our Estate Planning Seminar in the near future , as soon as the COVID restrictions are loosened or lifted. This information seminar will
help “pit the pieces together” in regards to avenues available to contribute to the Fund and successfully plan your financial future.
For more information, please contact::
Steve Davenport (219)763-6583 or
Mike King (219) 771-7187

CUB SCOUT PACK 487 NEWS…….
Portage First UMC Endowment Committee
A reminder that the Endowment Committee is accepting
grant requests for 2021. The amount set aside for 2021 is
$14,786. The deadline to submit applications is April 30,
2021. Copies of the application are available at the Connections Center or may be obtained through the church office.

Cub Scout Pack 487 would like to say “Thank You” to everyone that came out or donated
to their Pancake Breakfast Drive thru on March 20th. If for some reason you couldn’t
make it but would like to donate please make check out to Cub Scout Pack 487 and either
drop it off in the church office or mail it to Chris/Kim Adkins 2059 Landmark St Portage,
In 46368

RUMMAGE SALE NEWS…..

The process to apply for a grant is very simple. Check out the video below to lean more.

Thank you to all who donated to rummage and tell their friends and neighbors. The success of our sales depends on your donations and help during rummage week.

https://youtu.be/ltdcVDtz6yI

There is a great need in our community right now. People are suffering and hungry and
the proceeds from our sale go out to address these problems.

We ask that you prayerfully consider the ways in which these funds can spread the Word
of God. When you complete an application, potential uses to consider include, but are
not limited to;
Missions

One problem we are having is that as people clean out their closets, basements, garages
and barns, they are donating it all to the church and unfortunately some of it is just not
saleable. When our dumpster overflows days before the next pickup it becomes an expensive problem and diverts money from our mission. Here is what goes in our dumpster:

Evangelism/Outreach

Dirty, stained, ripped, moldy, foul-smelling clothes and shoes

Education

Dirty, stained, chipped, cracked kitchen dishes and service items

Music

Furniture that is damaged, worn, covered in pet hair, etc

Worship

TVs, computer equipment, old electronics

Arts

Encyclopedias and textbooks
We cannot accept paint or solvents in any form

Feel free to think outside the box and be creative. Let’s spread the love of our Lord
throughout our community and beyond!

Thank you for your co-operation, The Rummage Team
P.S, Teamwork makes the dream work!!!!

If you have additional questions, please contact Mike King or Steve Davenport

Spring Has Sprung-Fire Safety Tips for the Warmer
Months by Dan McCoy
It is easy to associate at-home fire protection with
the colder months with the use of space heaters,
fireplaces, decorative candles, and tangled strings of
holiday lights. But just because we’re less inclined to
turn the heat on doesn’t mean we shouldn’t still be
vigilant when it comes to protecting ourselves and
our property from fire hazards. As you transition from sweaters to shorts, deep fryers to
grills, and indoor holiday parties to backyard barbecues, keep an eye on these areas:
Grills
Fire is unavoidable when it comes to preparing the perfect kabob or rack of ribs on the
grill, which means you’ve got some inherent risks right from the get-go. In fact, the NFPA
reports that an average of 8,900 home fires are caused by grilling each year. Here are
some fire safety tips for the grill:
While the meat is marinating, be sure to check each potentially problematic point
of the grill including the propane tank, the hose, and all connecting points.
Charcoal should be soaked with charcoal starter fluid only, so don’t let the pyrohappy family member go anywhere near the grill with a container of lighter
fluid, no matter how cool he swears it will be!
Make sure the grill is clean, failing to clean the grill before and after use is a contributing factor in nearly 20% of all grill structure fires.
Make sure the grill is set up in an open, outdoor area with nothing flammable
(plants, paper products, etc.) nearby.
Outdoor Fire Pits
The necessary safety precautions for an outdoor fire pit (s’mores, anybody?) are much
the same as for a grill, plus a few others:
Never leave young children unattended near a fire in the pit.
Fill a bucket with water and set it next to the pit before you even begin building
the fire.
Avoid throwing leaves, pinecones, pine needles and paper into the fire. They
catch fire quickly and can result in dangerous floating embers.
Unless there’s an emergency, avoid dumping the entire bucket of water on the
fire to put it out. Instead, spread the pieces of fuel as far apart as possible and
gently sprinkle water over them until there are no more glowing embers. This
prevents the scatter of embers and a thick cloud of smoke.

Spring Has Sprung-Fire Safety Tips for the Warmer
Months by Dan McCoy
.Toast your marshmallows over the embers rather than the flames. This not only
gives them that perfect golden crust but prevents them from catching on fire.
Chimneys
As cozy as it was in January and February, come April and May chances are you’ll be less
inclined to build a fire in the living room fireplace. As easy as it is to just scoop out the
ashes, close it up, and forget about it until November, go ahead and have the chimney
inspected as part of your spring-cleaning effort. The NFPA recommends having a chimney inspected and thoroughly cleaned at least once a year and getting it out of the way
this time of year often means ridding it of buildup that would only cause more damage if
it hung around until the fall. Plus, chimney technicians will be more likely to have flexible schedules in the springtime.
Smoke Alarms
You knew this one was coming, right? The batteries should be changed once a year, so
just go ahead, and roll it into your spring-cleaning ritual. As the spring and summer days
progress, don’t forget to test the smoke alarms (there should be at least one on every
floor of the house) each month.
Dryers
If you’re lucky enough to have the space for a clothesline, consider drying your clothes
and linens outside during these lovely warm months—is there anything better than the
smell of freshly-laundered sheets after they’ve been dried by a soft spring breeze? If
that’s not an option, keep in mind that the leading cause of clothes dryer-related fires is
a failure to keep them clean. Scooping out the lint basket usually takes about 12 seconds, so be sure to clear it out every time you throw a load in. The NFPA also recommends cleaning out the vent pipe at least once a year, so might as well add that to the
spring-cleaning list, too.
We hope that you found these tips helpful. Happy Spring!
This article was written by the Harrington Group-A firm that provides fire protection engineering services.

MISSION AND OUTREACH NEWS……….

Hello, Church!

A big THANK YOU to Lisa and Josh Hoover, Tina Colby, James Jordan, Deb Rousselle, and Sue Star for all
their work to prepare and serve the corned beef and cabbage dinners last month to help us celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day! Thanks also to all those folks who came by to partake of the delicacies! With everyone’s
help, we were able to raise $669 to support the Scholarship Fund! As of the writing of this article, the sale of
Fun Pasta is still underway, but we’re looking forward to adding the proceeds from that fundraiser to the
scholarship fund as well!

The Community Friendship Meal is still going strong, thanks to the efforts of so many volunteers and
donors. These kind folks donate food or funds, plan, shop, organize, prepare food, assemble and distribute
meals, chat with folks coming through, and clean up afterwards! It is heartwarming to see the many people
being the hands and feet of Jesus for this mission. It is also heartwarming to see all the people who come
through in their cars and to hear their stories. They are so grateful that we provide these meals! You all are
a blessing to many, many people! Thanks in advance to the South Haven Lion’s Club who will be coordinating the April 28 meal this month! We also want to let you know that Pleasant Valley Estates will be helping us out on April 21 by letting us serve these meals from the parking lot outside their Community Center
since that is Rummage Sale week! (Pleasant Valley is south of the church, just beyond the toll road.) Thanks
to Pleasant Valley!
April is National Child Abuse Prevention month. Let’s take this opportunity to let children know how very
loved they are, by us, and even more importantly by God. There are many ways to do this. One way is
through Royal Family Kid’s Camp. Beginning this month and running through the month of June, we’ll have
a Royal Family Kids (RFK) Camp donation box set up in the Narthex. Each month we’ll be asking those willing
to contribute, to donate a particular type of item which will be included in a backpack full of the necessities
RFK campers need throughout their week at camp. We’ll need a total of 80 of each item, as 80 kids attend
the camp. This month we are collecting tooth brushes and regular sized tubes of toothpaste (the travel
size is not big enough). Next month we’ll be collecting 2-in -1 (shampoo and body wash) or 3-in-1
(shampoo, conditioner, and body wash). RFK is a Christian led organization dedicated to transforming communities by interrupting cycles of neglect, abuse, and abandonment of children in the foster care system.
We are so grateful for the many opportunities we have to serve.
Enjoy the springtime,
For Missions and Outreach: Connie Ellefson, Lisa Hoover, Josh Hoover, James Jordan, Connie King, Steve
Massow, Wendy Smith, and Robin Wilkening

The church office will be closed Monday April 5th.

United Methodist Men
April Church Newsletter - 2021
As I am writing this article Spring is 2 days away – hooray! Today is a sunny and beautiful day.
I always remember the first day of spring as it is my oldest daughter Amy's birthday. How is it possible that my baby girl is now older than Jack Benny (LOL – for those of you who knew Jack Benny). And Easter comes early this year on April 4th. Sending greetings to our United Methodist
Men and church families. May this find you all well in the Lord. Sending words of hope, love,
and encouragement; and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good health.
Our church has started in-person worship services again starting March 7th and our UMM meetings – started back on Saturday-03/06/2. It is exciting and encouraging that we are now open for in
-person worship services and gatherings (in limited sizes). It is also encouraging that the virus cases are coming down and that the vaccine for the virus has been being administered since January.
Many people have been vaccinated, and the 40 – 45 age group is now being administered to. We
are starting to see positive steps for everyone's overall well-being and hopeful return to health in our
communities. Let us continue to wear our masks, wash our hands, and practice social distancing to
protect ourselves and those around us. We know God is in control. Let us continue to pray for the
virus to go away all together and the healing of our world from this virus.
We as a men's group usually meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall.
Our meetings have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, bible study, and short
business meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Scouting program – Cubs,
Boys, Girls, Prison Offenders, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game,
etc.).

Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-04/03/21
Saturday-05/01/21
Saturday-06/05/21
(Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/11/21 - 1st session back
Our planned Methodist church (8+) week evening men's bible study entitled “The Class Meeting” by Kevin Watson has been on hold. The study is based off our Methodist founder John Wesley's small group meetings. Along with a brief history of our Methodist faith much more will be
shared in this study. The evening meetings should be approximately 1-hour in length. I believe
there will be much to be gained for those who invest of their time committed.
Start Date: ??? (sometime in June – OR – starting in September)
Day & Time: Sunday, probably 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Meeting Place: Church's fellowship hall
Once we the have the scheduled start date – we will announce it. There is a sign-up sheet at the
connection center in our narthax entryway. Please consider joining us, and sign the sign-up sheet.

I would like to share with you a “Strength for Service” daily devotional entitled:
“REMBER”
“Then Peter remembered............” - Mark 14: 72 (Read Mark 14: 66 - 75)
You lose yourself every time you forget who you are or to whom you belong. When
Peter in the inn, with the awful pressure of the crowd around him, denied Jesus, he had
forgotten who he was and to whom he belonged. The moment he remembered – he found
himself and became the greatest of the soldiers of Cross.
How easy it is for us amidst the great crowds of our cities and our armies to forget who
we are and to whom we belong; and, forgetting, lose ourselves; and, losing ourselves,
lose our cause, our heritage, our task, our God. In remembrance we are saved!
Remember that you are the child of your mother. Remember your father. Remember
the name you bear and the honor of that name. Remember that you have a home, and that
a light burns for you, and that prayers are lifted to God for you. Remember that people are
sacrificing for you. Remember that there's a teacher who is counting upon you, and that
some boy or girl is looking up to you.
Remember that you belong to God. Remember that you came from Him and that you
are going to Him. Remembering this – Never forget to act accordingly.
In remembrance of all that we are and all that we must do and of all who are counting
upon us, we are saved. I say unto you: Remember, and remember, and remember!
Prayer: Our Father, help me and my friends to be reverent in our behavior, to use our liberty as befits followers of Christ, and to take our stand with the true, and the clean, and the
brave. Amen.
We would be honored to have you gentlemen come to our men's fellowship, and hope that
God would bless your commitment in joining us. Currently - “Bring Your Own Breakfast
and Drink” please.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

FROM THE GREEN TEAM……
The next Porter County Household Waste
Collection day will held on Saturday, May
1st at the Porter County Expo Center (Gate
3) from 9am to 2pm. For a list of accepted
materials visit.
http://portercountyrecycline.org

Spring Has Arrived

