HAPPY
ST. PATRICKS
DAY!!!!!

REMEMBER TO SPRING FORWARD YOUR CLOCK ON
MARCH 14TH

The Witness
ISSUE III

Here is a convenient way to tithe!
Try PushPay with your mobile device or online!
Have you ever come to worship and realized you left your offering envelope at home or learned of a
worthwhile mission you want to support only to realize you did not bring your checkbook? Wouldn’t
it be a blessing to be able to give back to God in a matter of seconds using your smartphone or tablet,
laptop or desktop?
We have partnered with a company named Pushpay to help us move into the 21st Century with our
financial stewardship. Fewer people write checks much less use cash, especially younger adults.
Pushpay will allow us to give one-time gifts, recurring gifts or special gifts using debit or credit cards
or ACH transactions from our bank accounts. It is quite easy to get started. Simply text ‘pfumc’ to
77977 and follow the instructions on your screen. As part of the process you will be able to download
the Pushpay app for either iPhone or Android.
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Happy March Anniversary to…
04

Scott & Sandy Holtzman

17

James & Marcie Jordan

08

Steve & Deb Massow

27

Paul & Denise Pollacheck

Happy March Birthday to…
03

Lori Seberger

16

Virginia Spurlock

25

Alexandra Medina

03

Mia Lopez

16

Elizabeth Seberger

25

Jason Bush

04

Conner Welch

20

Shari Warne

04

Linda Haggert

20

Rich Coates

27

Robert Liesch Jr.

09

Larry Darnell

20

Joselynn Medina

28

Kirk Harbart

09

Ethan Warne

21

Amy Kegley

29

Mitch Gale

09

Katy Lawrence

23

Rob Hoover

31

Katie Tarnow

11

Heather Shebel

23

Dave Mantz

31

Melissa Sullivan

24

Gloria Bowen

24

Zachary Smith

15

Jamie Whitfield

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 14th at 2:00 AM.
Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour Saturday night!
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FROM PASTOR MICHAEL

FIRST FRIDAY FELLOWSHIP
WILL BE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
AMY QUESTIONS CONTACT SANDRA ROBINSON

Title:

@ 219-801-1351

Honestly...What’s left to give up?
On Ash Wednesday Jimmy Kimmel began his monologue joling about
the season of Lent. It didn’t get many laughs because I think Ash
Wednesday jokes only appeal to a niche audience...Namely, me.
What made me laugh out loud and chuckle the rest of the day was his
quote: “Ash Wednesday is today and marks the beginning of
Lent...Frankly the entire year had been lent...Honestly, what’s left to
give up?”

SUPER SENIORS WILL BE STARTING BACK-UP
MARCH 11TH @ 12PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
ANY
QUESTIONS CONTACT JUDY HOLTZMAN

I could not stop laughing at this observation. We have given up a lot
lately. I don’t know about you but I miss going to he movies. I miss
normalcy. At our recent leadership retreat as desire to return to normal came up the very first hour of our very first session.
Lent is a time to fast and make sacrifices however, if you find yourself
this year unable to arrive at what you should fast from I invite you
take a different approach. Invite something in! Add something rather
than taking something away.
I invite to you activity look for opportunities to add t oyour devotion to
God. Seek out new ways to pray. Start a prayer journal. Make a list
each day of things to be thankful for. Seek out opportunities to show
your love to your neighbor. Seek out a good habit you wanted to add
to your life.
Instead of giving something up, take something good and glorifying to
God in!

March is on the way and brings with it, thoughts of St. Patrick’s Day AND
corned beef and cabbage with carrots and potatoes. Sounds good! You can
pick up your meal at church on:

Sunday, March 14
10am-12:30
Carry out only
Your freewill offering will go to the church scholarship fund. Each student
affiliated with our church who is pursuing education beyond high school can
apply for a scholarship. Applications are available through the church office.
Your generosity will be greatly appreciated.

I would like to share with you a “Strength for Service” daily devotional entitled:
United Methodist Men
March Church Newsletter - 2021
As I am writing this article Spring is 31 days away – hooray! With over 2' of snow on the ground in
most places it's hard to believe that spring is this close. Sending greetings to our United Methodist Men and
church families. May this find you all well in the Lord. Sending words of hope, love, and encouragement;
and hoping this finds everyone safe and in good health.
Pastor Michael announced the reopening of our in-person worship services starting March 7th. It is with
excitement and gratitude that I announce the starting up of our UMM meetings - beginning Saturday03/06/2, the first Saturday in March. We have not been able to meet since October of last year, and due to
the corona virus we were only able meet a total of (4) times in 2020. It is encouraging that the virus cases
are coming down and that the vaccine for the virus is beginning to be administered. We are starting to see
positive steps for everyone's overall well-being and hopeful return to health in our communities. Let us
continue to wear our masks, wash our hands, and practice social distancing to protect ourselves and those
around us. We know God is in control. Let us continue to pray for the virus to go away all together and the
healing of our world from this virus.
We as a men's group usually meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our
meetings have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, bible study, and short business
meeting where we share about our ministries that we support (Scouting program – Cubs, Boys, Girls, Prison
Offenders, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball Game, etc.).
Saturday-03/06/21
Saturday-06/05/21

Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-04/03/21
Saturday-05/01/21
(Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/11/21 - 1st session back

Our planned Methodist church (8+) week evening men's bible study entitled “The Class Meeting” by
Kevin Watson has been on hold. The study is based off our Methodist founder John Wesley's small group
meetings. Along with a brief history of our Methodist faith much more will be shared in this study. The
evening meetings should be approximately 1-hour in length. I believe there will be much to be gained for
those who invest of their time committed.
Start Date: ??? (Uncertain at present. Hope to start as soon as we can.)
Day & Time: Sunday, probably 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Meeting Place: Church's fellowship hall

Once we the have the scheduled start date – we will announce it – AND - have a sign-up sheet at the
connection center in our narthax entryway.

“Be Strong”
I am come that they might have life - John 10: 10 (Read John – 5: 39 – 47)
Once upon a time, says an old story, a young man left the village of “Nowhere” to be off to
“Somewhere”. He reached another village. He asked, “Is this Somewhere?” The villagers replied,
“No, to get to Somewhere you must have a dream in your eye.”
The ancient of the village put a dream in his eye, and he went on. Again he came to a village.
“Is this Somewhere?” he asked. “No, if you are going to Somewhere, you are on the road, but this
is not Somewhere. You have to have a dream in your eye, but you must also have a voice in your
ear.”
The ancient of the village added a voice in his ear. The voice told him the great things that the
ages had accumulated. On he went. Another village appeared on the horizon, and he quickened
his pace. He asked the same question, “Is this Somewhere?” And the answer came back, “No, this
is not Somewhere. Yet we see that you have a dream in your eye and a voice in your ear. Yet you
still need a sword in your hand. With the sword you will win your way to Somewhere.” The ancient of this village gave him a sword and he went on.
At the next village, which also proved not to be Somewhere, he was told that he was on the road
– but he needed one last thing before he could really find Somewhere. He needed a song in his
heart. So the ancient of that village gave him a song in the heart, a lilt for the road. He set forth
and equipped as he was, he finally reached Somewhere.
To get Somewhere, to do something with our lives – vision, knowledge, and faith are all needed,
and the courage that sings.
Prayer: O God, give us vision to see the magnitude of living and the strength to meet the implications of our vision. May we all discover fresh and new ways in which we can honor and live for
you in 2021. In Jesus name. Amen.

We would be honored to have you come to our men's fellowship, and hope that God would bless
your commitment in joining us.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

In last months newsletter, we began an important financial discussion on Estate Planning. In it, we mentioned the need to plan for the future b property creating, maintain, and sustaining a financial plan that
would cover current and future expenditures. It also stressed the need to investigate and plan for ways to
ultimately pass your estate to your loved ones in the most efficient, tax-favored way.
This month we will focus on one of the most important documents need to successfully distribute your estate plan upon your passing...Your Will.
If you do not have a nn updated Will in place at the time of your passing, the state laws will define how your
assets will be distributed and who will be the guardian of your children.
The state will not make provisions for gifts to friends or charities and estate administration costs and potential estate taxes will be generally be higher.
Below, you’ll view a copy of a brochure created by the United Methodist Foundation on Indiana entitled ,”
Basics of Your Will,” Hopefully, you’ll gain new insights in the need to create and maintain your Will, and by
doing so, lay the foundation of a successful Estate Plan.
This and other interesting Estate Planning brochures are available at the Connection Center. Please stop by
ad help yourself to one or all of them along with an application for an Endowment Fund Grant, if needed.
For more information on the Endowment Fund and/or Grant process, contact:
Steve Davenport — 219-763-6583 or
Mike King—219-771-7187

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
BY WANDA SAMULESON AND SHARI WARNE

Starting this month I will be printing up a receipt from church members. If
you would like to submit a favorite receipt please send or drop it off it to the church office.

Rummage Sale Cream Cheese Bars
1 Box Yellow Cake Mix
1 egg
1 Cup Pecans
I Stick Oleo
Melt oleo in 9x13 pan. Mix all other ingredients together and add to melted
oleo. Press in bottom of pan.
Topping
3 3/4 cup of powered sugar
2 eggs
1-8oz cream cheese softened
1/2 tsp vanilla
Mix all ingredients together and pour over top of crust. Bake 350 for about
35/ 40 mins. Cool and cut into squares

MYTHS AND FACTS BY DAN MCCOY

2021 Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Ministry:

Great News to share in the destination of our 495 shoe boxes that were stuffed last November. They have
successfully arrived in the following countries: Cote d’Ivoire, Mali, and Senegal (Western Africa), Republic of
the Congo (sub-Saharan Africa along the Equator), The Country of Chad (boarders with Libya, Sudan), and
Cameroon (central Africa). Each box represented an opportunity for a child to learn about the love of Jesus
and become a disciple of Christ. The shoe box also brings joy, hope and fun for kids. Thank you one and all
for the year-long collection process and for the successful “stuff the Box” event. The church is now beginning
to start collecting items for this year’s goal of 500 boxes. Any small toy, bar of soap, wash cloth or toothbrush are welcome. We will be assembling pencil bags with pencils, erasers, glue stick, scissors, and pencil/
crayon sharpeners. We have already received a donation of 428 combs, 100 beanie babies, 55 pair of underwear, 42 pair of boys’ socks and 500 composition books. Unbelievable. We have also refurbished over 200
Barbie (or Barbie like) dolls and received 100 sewing kits. Larger size medicine bottles are needed for making
first aid kits (cotton balls, Q-tips, band aids, alcohol wipes, safety pins); loose crayons, fishing kits (fishing
line, worm, hook, lure, and sinker); and crafts. We are always in need of underwear and socks, things for girls
to put in their hair, toys for 2- to 4-year-olds, and inflatable beach balls. Actually, we accept any ageappropriate item for children ages 2 to 14 as long as it will fit in a standard boot box. We are not able to include liquids of any kind, candy, or military looking items. Any questions, please contact Connie Ellefson,
(219 771-4025) a member of Missions and Outreach committee.

CUB SCOUT PACK 487 PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Cub Scout Pack 487 will be having their annual Pancake Breakfast on March
20th from 8 to 11am. This year due to COVID-19 the breakfast will be a DRIVETHRU. The scouts will be using the donation money tor their Blue and Gold Banquet and summer time events. If you are unable to attend and would like to donate please make checks payable to Cub Scout Pack 487 and if you have any
questions contact Kim or Chris Adkins

2021 Endowment Fund Grant Announcement
The Primary purpose of the Endowment Fund is to provide a means for members
and friends of the church to make gifts and bequest to provide a source of financial support and ;giving memorials.
Income from the Fund is used to assist the church in fulfilling its purpose in
Christian Ministry and Mission.
Today, I’m pleased to announce the Endowment Committee has allotted $14,786
for the 2021 grant request. This amount is slightly higher than the amount in
2020.
A copy of the Endowment Fund Grant Request Process is attached to the application and explains the steps necessary to complete the application. The deadline for consideration of funds available this year is April 30, 2021. The applications are available at the Connection Center.
We ask that you prayerfully consider the ways in which these funds can spread
the Word of God. When you complete an application, potential uses to consider
include include, but are not limited to.

Missions
Evangelism/Outreach
Education
Music
Worship
Arts

Feel free to think outside the box and be creative.
Let’s spread the love of our Lord throughout our community and beyond!

PORTAGE YOUTH GROUP

DO YOU WANT TO
FAST THIS LENT?
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints; contemplate simplicity.

Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness; fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.

Fast from words; be silent and listen.

OPERATION CLASSROOM

Important Information

Operation Classroom is a Christian non-profit with United Methodist roots
right here in Indiana! The program partners with United Methodist Churches
in Liberia and Sierra Leone and together they help children, families, and
communities break the cycle of poverty by empowering young adults in
those countries to dream, aspire and achieve. They do this by upgrading
UMC secondary education in Liberia and Sierra Leone, being an avenue of renewal for the United Methodist Church, and providing hands-on mission experiences for United Methodists. Despite many obstacles, including a civil
war, Operation Classroom has provided countless scholarships and assisted
with the construction of four schools!

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

One school, The Taiama Enterprise Academy, or TEA, is an innovative
boarding school created in 2019 to provide an opportunity for young people to get an education that will improve their chances of being employed.
The vocational education provided there emphasizes entrepreneurship project-based learning with the end goal of employment for the good of the
people, their families, and the entire community. Technical textbooks are
very difficult to find, so online material is in high demand. TEA is in need of
funds to purchase computers so the teachers can access those online resources.
We can help! Your Missions and Outreach Team has pledged $200 to help
support this worth cause. If you would like to make a donation to help
grow this amount, there will be a donation box on the connection center in
the Narthex during the month of March. Thanks in advance, church, for any
help you are able to give!

Lenten Bible Study (The Passion Play) by Rob Fuquay starts up March 1st with Pastor Michael
Mondays @ 6:30pm here at the church (social distancing and mask required)
Thursdays @ 11am on Zoom
Here’s the Zoom login info
1. Go to www.zoom.us
2. Click “Join a Meeting”
3. Type in Meeting ID: 834 1683 7205
4. Type in passcode: passion

EASTER FLOWERS
We will have the following flowers available this year.
Lilies for $10.00
Mums for $10.00
Tulips for $9.00
Hyacinths for $9.00
Order forms will be on the Welcome Center and in bulletins.

Deadline is March 24th
BROWN BAG
WILL BE STARTING BACK UP APRIL7TH @ 10AM
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. ANY QUESTIONS CONTACT WANDA
SAMULESON

