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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

Here is a convenient way to tithe!
Try PushPay with your mobile device or online!
Have you ever come to worship and realized you left your offering envelope at home or learned of a
worthwhile mission you want to support only to realize you did not bring your checkbook? Wouldn’t
it be a blessing to be able to give back to God in a matter of seconds using your smartphone or tablet,
laptop or desktop?
We have partnered with a company named Pushpay to help us move into the 21st Century with our
financial stewardship. Fewer people write checks much less use cash, especially younger adults.
Pushpay will allow us to give one-time gifts, recurring gifts or special gifts using debit or credit cards
or ACH transactions from our bank accounts. It is quite easy to get started. Simply text ‘pfumc’ to
77977 and follow the instructions on your screen. As part of the process you will be able to download
the Pushpay app for either iPhone or Android.

Our Mission and Vision
The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. At Portage First United Methodist Church
we live out that mission when we love God, love others, and offer Jesus.

2637 McCool Road • Portage, IN 46368 • (219) 762-3846 • www.portageumc.org

Note from Pastor Michael ...

The Finish Line
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to
get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that
will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” -- I Corinthians 9:24-25
When I am at the gym, I use humor to get through. In the beginning of my journey I referred to the gym as “The
place I go to be punished for loving pizza.” One day, we were doing crunches and our Coach Ian said, “Your chin
should point straight up toward the ceiling. Watch your form! Chin up!” My internal response was “Which chin? I
have two.” Using the ropes was a real high point also. Not only do you look silly pulling ropes against a wall, but I
have tried several times to use them to tie up the coaches when they get close enough. Alas I think they are on to
me. My exhausted arms are too slow, and the coaches are too fast.
However, to promote health and wellness I continue to go and do my best. I have learned it never gets easier, but
it does in fact get better.
Along with this are the constantly changing protocols for COVID safety. At the gym we begin by taking our
temperature, sanitizing shoes, sanitizing ourselves between each exercise. Heaven help me if I am pulled over on
the way home. Sweaty, probably still out of breath and reeking of alcohol-based hand-sanitizer. The policeman
will take one whiff and I will be alongside the road with a breathalyzer.
Here at church we are much the same: “Wear your mask please. “Six feet please.” “No, we are not returning to in
person worship yet.” “How long will this continue?” All these conversations end with my personal favorite, “I
don’t know.”
Like all of you, I want to return to normalcy. I want to shake hands, to hug, to sit next to someone. I miss going to
the movies and other communal events. However, nothing looks to change for just a little while longer. It has
been so strange having funerals with no more than 25 persons in attendance with no funeral dinners following.
No Christmas cantata or choir? Looking to the future what about Lent? I still cannot manage to wrap my mind
around Ash Wednesday! How does one impose ashes virtually? All this wears me out.
I have always had great sympathy for school administrators and people who must make the call for a snow day or
school closing. It seems no matter what decision you make you always question yourself. It is a difficult thing
when you are called upon to make decisions for the safety of the community. In these days of COVID, I have such

I have such sympathy for our civic leadership it has created in me a communal sense of “We’re all in this together. Just do the best you can.”
The good news is, with more and more vaccinations each day there is a light, however distant, at the end of the
tunnel. It is now when we struggle to keep going that we must continue to persevere. It only in keeping going
when you do not want to that things start to change. I have learned when it is health and wellness, change always seems slow. It is the many right actions day by day that lead to eventual transformation.
Therefore friends, I remind you that we are making it through. As Winston Churchill once said: “If you are going
through hell, just keep going.” So we do and we are… trudging along as best we can. Nothing can mute our hope
and we are closer to the finish line than ever were before.

In an effort to raise the awareness in ways you may contribute to the Endowment Fund, we will
be featuring ideas and strategies over the next few monthly newsletters.
Our first installment will be on the topic of Estate Planning. Below, you will find a copy of an
Estate Planning flyer produced by the United Methodist Foundation of Indiana. It briefly describes:
1) What is Estate Planning
2) The need to everyone, regardless of the size of your estate, to crate an estate Plan.
3) How to get started in creating a Plan, and…
4) Documents you may need in the creation of an estate Plan.
To further assist and educate our church members on this vital process, the Endowment Committee will be hosting a virtual Estate Planning Seminar on Monday, February 22, 2021 at
6:30pm.
During the seminar you will have an opportunity to dig deeper into the Estate Planning process,
discover strategies to use in order to bequeath monies to the Endowment Fund, and have any of
your questions answered.
So mark your calendar and pre register for the seminar by clinking on the link below.
Also, just a reminder that the 2021 Endowment Fund Grant Request Season is now in session.
To request a grant for your start-up or existing ministry, an application must be completed and
submitted by April 30, 2021. Information on the grant process is attached to the application
form that may be found at the Connection Center in the church narthex.
We look forward to receiving your grant request and your presence at our Estate Planning Seminar.

Youth Group News!
At the end of December, during Christmas Break, we enjoyed our
first “United” event with both the Portage First group and the
Michigan City Youth group. Together, we met on Zoom and
worked our way through a mind -bending puzzle that required our
bibles to find the solutions. Once we solved the first set of puzzles,
we were able to unlock the entry to our Hogwarts “virtual escape
room”. I’m very happy to report that all youth members escaped
safely.
We’re looking forward to another United event during Spring Break. Hopefully, this one will be inperson! We’ll plan to be outdoors, masked, and distanced- but wouldn’t it be wonderful to meet face
to face? Stay tuned for details!
On January 11, we began a new series, exploring the ways that we use the bible. This Sparkhouse
series- T.B.D (think. believe. do)- is perfect for our middle school and senior high students. Each
lesson begins with a “provocative statement” that asks us to think. We love that the lessons don’t tell
us what to think and believe, they get us talking and asking questions about what we think and believe. Since we’re meeting on Zoom you can feel free to invite your friends to safely join us. If you
need the Zoom invite, please let me know!
Upcoming Youth Group meetings are on Zoom, two Mondays a month, at 6:00 PM:
Monday, February 8 @6:00 “The Bible Tells Me How to Live”
Monday, February 22 @6:00 “The Bible is the Final Authority”
Monday, March 8 @6:00 “Prayer is Important”
Monday, March 22 @ 6:00 “There is a Right Way to Pray”
Every Junior and Senior High member should be receiving a newsletter every other month with important news, the weekly “provocative statement”, scriptures to take a look at, and a couple of questions for each unit. If you have not received yours or would like to be added to the mailing list,
please contact me.
Like and follow the Youth Group Facebook page! facebook.com/groups/youthofportage
*FB page is a private group page, so if you can’t find it please let me know and I’ll send you an invite to join!
Trish Johnsen, Director of Youth Ministry @ Portage First United Methodist
Director of Family Ministry @ Michigan City First United Methodist
trishatchurch@gmail.com or 765-490-1994

United Methodist Men
February Church Newsletter - 2021
Greetings United Methodist Men and church family. Hoping you are all well in the Lord.
Wanting to send words of hope and encouragement and hoping this finds everyone safe and in
good health.
Due to the corona virus we were only able meet (4) times in 2020. And we're uncertain at this
point when we will be able to meet again. The vaccine for the virus is beginning to be administered. I believe it will be a slow process; but we are starting to see positive steps for everyone's
overall well-being and hopeful return to health. Let us continue to wear our masks, wash our
hands, and practice social distancing to protect ourselves and those around us. We know God is in
control and continue to pray for the virus to go away all together.
Normally we as a men's group usually meet the first Saturday of the month at 8AM in the fellowship hall. Our meetings have consisted with opening and closing prayers, breakfast, bible
study, and short business meeting sharing about our ministries that we support (Scouting program
– Cubs, Boys, Girls, Prison Offenders, UMW Rummage Sales, Missions Outreach, Rail Cats Ball
Game, etc.).
Tentative Scheduled Meeting Dates:
Saturday-02/06/21
Saturday-03/06/21 Saturday-04/03/21
Saturday05/01/21
Saturday-06/05/21
(Break for Summer)
Saturday-09/11/21 - 1st
session back
Our planned Methodist church (8+) week evening men's bible study entitled “The Class
Meeting” by Kevin Watson is on hold. The study is based off our Methodist founder John Wesley's small group meetings. Along with a brief history of our Methodist faith much more will be
shared in this study. The evening meetings should be approximately 1-hour in length. I believe
there will be much to be gained for those who invest of their time committed.
Start Date: ??? (Uncertain at present. Hope to start as soon as we can.)
Day & Time: Sunday, probably 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Meeting Place: Church's fellowship hall

Once we the have the scheduled start date – we will announce it – AND - have a sign-up sheet at
the connection center in our narthax entryway.

would like to share with you a “Strength for Service” daily devotional entitled:
“God Needs You”
As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. - John 20: 21 (Read John – 17: 1 - 18)
In the temple once, long ago, Isaiah beheld the holiness and majesty of God. As a result, his own heart and lips were cleansed, for this happens when you see Him. Then he
heard God's voice: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And, the thought filled
his mind - “God needs me; God needs me.” Pushed forward by it, he volunteered - “Here
am I, send me.” And God sent him, to comfort us, to give us great ideals, to preach the
judgments of a just and holy God.
Christ needs you. In certain places even He must fail unless you are true to Him. E.
Stanley Jones, his schooling completed, bade his sick mother good-bye and went to India,
impelled by one idea - “Christ needs me.” Today Christ would mean little to thousands
of people, if He had not had E. Stanley Jones. “Christ needs me,” said Albert Schweitzer.
He resigned his professorship at Strassburg University, took a four-year medical course,
then went down to Lambarene, in the French Congo in Africa. Here Christ had meant
nothing to multitudes until Albert Schweitzer came.

Does Christ need you and me? He does, right where you are. And faithfully trying to
serve Him, we shall hear the whisper, “Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed,
for I am thy God.”
Prayer: O LORD, be with me this day, and help me to contribute worthily to the beauty
and the moral triumph of the lives around me. May we all discover some fresh, new ways
in which we can honor and live for you in 2021. Amen.
When we are able to meet again we would be honored to have you come to our men's fellowship, and hope that God would bless your commitment in joining us.
Because of Him Prayers and blessings,
Mike Matthew

OUTREACH AND MISSION TEAM NEWS
Hello Church!
Happy February from your Missions and Outreach Team! We just wanted to update you on a few things:
February 7 is Superbowl Sunday! Let’s kick off the month and pour some of that Superbowl excitement into a mission for the Food Pantry! We can make it “Soup-erbowl” Sunday! If you’re able,
please bring in cans of soup this month for those who are struggling in our community and place
them in the shopping cart in the coat room. There’s nothing like a bowl of hot soup on a cold winter’s day to warm someone’s heart!
Wednesday Friendship Meals are continuing! Help is always welcome. Please contact Wendy Smith
or Deb Rousselle if you’re interested in helping! We can use all kinds of help, including folks who
would be interested in preparing/overseeing a meal once a month!
The church received a very nice thank you letter from the Richard Fox, Director of the Upper Room
Recovery Community for our donation from the silent auction. Richard says, “Thank you for your
very generous gift of $1000. Your ongoing support has had a dramatic impact on our program,
allowing us to continue to provide full services to our clients through his difficult time when their
needs are in great demand. We are grateful for your generosity. We hope that sometime soon,
when things are safer, you are able to come over and visit our Women’s Home now that things
are settled in. We celebrated our first anniversary this past September and have been at full capacity since we opened. Thank you for your support. It does make a difference in the lives of
those we serve and offers help and hope to individuals who deal with alcohol and other drug issues on a daily basis.”
Have you ever seen the African Children’s Choir sing? They have visited our church in the past. In
fact, they tour around the world, sharing the beauty, dignity and unlimited potential of
the African child through song, music, and dance. Funds they raise during their tours fund homes
and schools in Africa where children learn to read and write and gain confidence and skills that
ensure a brighter future. During COVID, the vast majority of their tours were cancelled, creating a
great need for funding. The church recently made a donation of $250 to “Music for Life” to help
support their endeavors with the African Children’s Choir Primary School and the Empower International Academy.

We were able to make a donation of over $300 (one dollar for every member of the church) to the
Bishop’s Christmas Fund for Children! In the words of Bishop Julius C. Trimble, “On behalf of the
countless children whose lives will be changed as a result of this offering, I thank you. May you be
blessed for being a blessing as we work to provide spaces where children are valued, cherished,
supported, and have the opportunity to experience the love of God.”

Thank you, church, for all you do!
Blessings,
Your Missions and Outreach Team: Connie Ellefson, Margi Hamstrom, Lisa and Josh Hoover, James Jordan,
Connie King, Steve Massow, Robin Wilkening, and Wendy Smith

Flower Power Designs on Central Ave
will be our new church flower florist. If
you wish to order altar flowers for a special occasion the price is $ 20.00 each

The new 2021 sign up sheet is posted on
sign up board. You can also call the church office to
sign up. Payment can be made by push pay, mail or
you can bring payment into church office.

FEBRUARY
SAFETY AND SAFETY TIPS BY DAN MCCOY

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
The Finance Committee thanks all who pledged to give in 2021! If you have not
yet pledged and need a pledge card, please contact church office.

December 2020
Non Designated Giving

$28,084.48

Operating Expenses

$23,709.51

Debt Reduction Giving

2,109.00

Debt Reduction Expenses

2,140.43

Apportionment Paid

$4,030.73

Year to Date 2020
Non Designated Giving

321,862.16

Operating Expenses

290,271.68

Net Year To Date

31,590.48

Debt Reduction Giving

29,899.00

Debt Reduction Expense

30,366.16

Net Debt Reduction

(467.16)

Overall Net Current & Debt

31,123.32

Apportionment Paid

32,497.43

What is “apportionment”? From www.umc.org
The main way we support the ministries of the church is through our apportioned funds.
A method of giving that proportionally allocates the churchwide budget to conferences
and local churches. For United Methodists this method of giving has become a strong,
generous traditions. Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplished
what no single church district or annual conference ever could hope to do alone. In this
way, each individual, each family, each congregation gives a fair share for the church’s
work.. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts and service to make a significant difference in the lives of God’s people.
The Indiana Annual Conference asks that each church provide 11% of the prior month’s
income as their apportionment, 10% to the conference and 1% to the district.

2020 Board of Trustees in Review:
Lots to celebrate at Portage First even with the pandemic prevalent over the whole country and the
world. The trustees are so grateful to our church family for its financial support and to those who
stepped up to coordinate and complete the following projects.
New education wing roof with new scuppers and downspouts added.
Trustees voted to move forward with the blessings of the Ad Council to remodel the chancel area
in the sanctuary. Drawings made and work will begin in February 2021.
An upgrade on worship equipment was made.
Church switched alarm system services.
Kitchen project nears completion. New paint, ceiling lights, tile, flooring, countertops, 6 burner
stove and grill and double convection ovens. Minor tasks remain.
Education wing classrooms and nursery bathroom were given a fresh coat of paint.
Parking lot was sealed.
Machinery barn roof and west wall were repaired.
Installed awning over education wing entrance.
New window shutters were added to the education wing windows to match shutters on breezeway windows.
The breezeway and window trim were given a new coat of paint.
New parsonage roof and gutter guards installed.
New revised lease agreement drafted with Family Promise for use of the farmhouse.
10 Dwarf lilac bushes added to landscape.
Tree trimming around the church property.
This list is by no means all inclusive. There are many tasks, smaller projects, maintenance, and housekeeping issues that were being addressed every day. Thank you to Bill Miller, Melissa Sullivan, Ed Piontek and Connie Ellefson (class of 2020) and Steven Schulz, Virginia Phillips, Pat Jackson, Aaron Massow and Joe Reynolds for serving as a trustee. Also, a special thank you our very own, Jim Jordon Jr.,
Custodian, for his willingness to go above and beyond to help on many of the trustee projects. May
2021 bring back some sort of normalcy to our churches, our families, our communities, and the world.

